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Dear Fellow Fancier. BT
' Very pleased 1o hear from you & have

taken some time to comsider whaFiyou wrote about & am

delighted +to help you.Perhaps in I969 I will have some
phots of my winning team taken to shpw others what they

look like, I do not think there are enough fanciers
interested for me To write a book on Guriays.low as 1o
your guestiens? Here goes. o .
' The history of the.Gurnay strain,well Mons.
Gurnay being Mons Halsenne's Runner i.e.he ran with the
rubber race ring to a central place as clocks were scarce
& only pne would be used in each village. Gurnay was the
fasted ruuaner in the village o this was his job.This way
Gurnay won many races for Hansenne that he otherwise
would not have won specially when birds came in-batches
from the shortest races.You can only win in pools in
Belguim at the rate of I0/I.but for every I0O0 birds in
the race there are I0 sha.res of pools.lf ones team were i
in form one could enter I0 & pool them all up & win IO
shares of the pools.In many races there were s ecials
for the Ist or Ist 2.Nom. birds.& Ist three nom. birds
such as a new motor car or a sulte.of furniture etc.Most
big businessce gave specials such as these most weeks.Now
ihen Gérnay renrhis fasted & won one of these specials
Hansenne would give him the winner as & present & these
winners kept accumulating & eventually CGurnay started on
his own, & these great winning Hansenne were the base of
his loft.When Hansenne retired Gurnay kmew what to bid
for & so he got the best.The only-cross that T know of
Gurnay using was 2 _reds-from-a-lMons Pedoroyd—if T remember
rightly .These had won Ist & 2nd in the National. by an
nour but I dondt remember the distance of this race,so it
isg’ quite possible that this race was only 300 miles as
2€ many as 6 Nationals were run in one season from various
~distances.To wy mind by pgtting these reds into his
already inbred family they would breed winners right away
& even champion§ at that but from then on furnay only
concentrated on races up 1o 450 miles.Wow theSe were the
races where the big money was won im so naybve that is why
he xept to these distances.Now 954 of Belglan fanc ierm

&

only flew in races up 10 400 miles & left the distaned
Nationals to the real Distance men.As much as £50 cuan be
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bet on & single bird in one race SO you see the xind of
»00l money that cen be won.Ves weekly at that too.
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me must remember that there are no horse racing in

13

Belgulm & that the main sport is Pigeon-racing & that th
the whole village bets dn the birds & that it is quite-
legal to do so.I-do not know who was racing -egainst Gurnay
in those days from I880/I9%6 but these were the years of
many famous fanciers such as Putman,durion,lelmdtte,
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wion,tremerryéBric ”’,La%Oﬁt@ Havenith,Blampaln elc.

TFdianay cOuld win £100,000 1n that! time well the
fanciers were definately putvting Thelr uoney dowad against
him.Other fanciers must have had thelr share of the pools

o

too _or they would have stopped pooling against him.

Wow competition is different the world -over.You see the
pity is that I do not fly in Belguim against that crowd.
T f1y I5 races a year against 30 club mewmbers & 500 -
Tederation members & the most that I_can win is say even
though I won every race & all pools.at that would be about

£75 /£30 weekly or £500 per year & if I did so no one
would-pool against me in my clubs as has happened before.

 Dur club racés are up to 370 miles & Fed races also.In
L 1967 we had one race from 522 miles an opell race competing
against 2 other Feds. aboutv I,500 me.ubers.l sent I0-&
clocked 6 by earyty 2nd.morning winning 3rd club.This is
the Ist.open race like that fox I8 years.Some day birds
R N i G et . s . -
. were.clocked.by 6 p.m. but heavy,shut the rest out or
i I may have done betler as my birds were trained hard for
“a-hard race. I do not think that there were & final Gurnay
sale as far as I-know.l am sure that Fred Shaw was over
visiting Gurmay.at the. time when Gurnay gave Shaw the
chance to purchase the whohe of his team.later the lot
were sent over to Shaws & he flitted to a bigger house s0
that he could accomodajye them.With these he flew so well
with against the strongest club in England that within a
few years no one would pool against hiud eventually he
nad to sell out.He sold many of these winners & birds
thaet were breeding winners for I think £80 per pair.This
was & 1ot of money in those days but still he &old them,
A Mr Palmer of Lurgan N.Ireland bought 8 palrs in 2 lots
but I do not ever remember him racing them.I think he was
more.of & dealer & I know that he stills sells them.Others
no doubt bought them & raced them but one omly gets tTo
know of these when they advertise them .0.I.Woods of
yorushire was another why.wenr-well with-them.& one or Two
otkdssrakes I L65E Bughgyt now.ly friend Mr.Craven of
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Teeds in Yorkshire races some grang Gurnays .You will see
some of his adverts in Squills with their pictures.There 878
omly are about 4 English fanciers race the Gurnays to my
‘mbledge.Many other big fancilers racing great sirains of-their
owr have bought Gurnays off me to put into their own strain
but these usually only carry a number in their pEf | pedigree
instead of the strain. They say Girnays as s crossg are i
really great being so inbred that is ounly nstural.T say that
Gurnays have as thelr limit specially in Gt.Britain.d wlianing
limit of 460 miles,after that distance they need a cross.

One gets the exceylion of cource in fact. I can usually time
in at 557 miles yearly 5 out of 8 every year but that little
bit late.The greatest strain in Wales is the Channings they.
nave won 7 or 8 Welsh Nationals well they have as @ base
Gurnays as well as Barkers & Logans etc.They were actually
oullt on sons and daug. of Welsh National winners & the
survival of the fittest{£3} Cardt say-how they race in.other
‘countries though they win out of their turn in § Africa ,
Cne fancler won I0 races out of II in one seasln,to-700 miles
but I expect that the country would be flatter & with tail
winds t00.(3)I aw now 5I & have kept plgeons for 47 years

Ag & boy I kept stiays which I caught in the streets & fed +ther
on maize that I bought at 43 per gre.stone.My father & mother
were always kind to me & although my father was unemnployed
for I0 years they kept me supplied with ~pocket mone y for
feeding.ly father gave me g poultry house to keep them in.
The young off these I trained to I00 miles & i+t was great

10w they managed to home frow that distance first toss.
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Ju leaving school at I6 I partec vith my birds & went into

ig Crystal TPalace Open Show for best Scottish Novice.So - -
yreeding was 1nm WMy 0lodd,as I won at sll the leading big shhws
father got a Job & business prospered & eventuallywe opened
L\ ¥ish & chip chop in Renton.The war started & my 4. sisters
kept the vhop going while T got a job with the Threshing
lachine going around the farus daily .This way I got Plenty .
I wheat oats & groats 1o iteep my pigeons alive.which I had
started up again,as Renton was a hot bed of plgeon men.Now
this feeding mixed with boiled Potztoms was all I used to
race my birds on & thky won & won out of their turn at that.
There were various strains & all Zept pure such as Grooters
erhegen Loffleslogans, Stassert(Direct)Eventually aboutt.
1942 ordZ T saw some Direct bred Gurnays advertised by a

ousiness for a few years.Business €#5 qulet sd T started
Sudgerigars & 1n a couplesd years I won the Cup at Tondons
oig
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Biruinghaw at £40 the pair an usheard of price
nts way of thlﬂﬁLﬂgﬂaﬂearly

a years uvocket wLoney
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to me.,at that.l liked the cut of thsse Gurnays short
bodles with all the weight at the front & lovelyred eyes
I eventually vought more é&f these direct bred birds about
6 or 8 .Mr Hart told me that this wss the last direct

consignuent ever to beg sold by Mons Gurnay.These were
bred off hig old favourites uhlch he had Paat back from
his sale to Fred “gaw.inforthnatcly no pedligree arrived
for these as Mons Gurnay died just as this lot arrived
in England.Now strange to say the progeny of these
Gurnays wele ho@éless in *“aLM!nb & racing for the first
couple of years.lMaybe the were getting acclimatised I

p

lont know.l y~”””vffed & then they started to show.other
Jjust what they could co, & have nct stopoed Winp””g—
pinceg,no matter what the wind or weather.l remember
one year I had 32 young ones at lougest young- olf@ race
& it was usually a tou h-one even Lf onlv 1pom I70
wiles.THe winning 108¢ty was-usually about 00 yds.

in the Federationwitn sgoout ¢,000 birds competing.

This day one bird circled & before it landed another
appeared then another untill there were IO sitting

on the roof-of the loft & damned if I could coax any of
then in.Tye IT th arrived & trapped like a bullet & then
the others started dropping in one-at & time.The time

“““ rou the first o ar: ive >, 50 th e last was I0.uminutes &
yet I won Ist.IO gla@e~§§ Ist 3rd 5>th & Tth.Federai.ion.
They.had veen g0 far in frout that thcy were .a bunch of

re
nerves & it was a pity thal they did not trap right away
- H

ag thls would have been a new Fed. record,This happened
faﬁy time.s out never were they ever so f@ﬁylr iﬁont 1ot
at least with a batch of then.

Most years 1 btuy in a couple of pair of pure breds to 3
try thel® progeny against uy OWﬁ,uOth'ub could best uheu?
et least not consistently untill 3 years ago W

3 palre of Channings.low these ”hanﬂld,g

L& the pants off the Guraays.“ot only that but these
have - -bred 2 champs. in 2 Jeafq already.Cne has won 1Ao
in 1

’\‘1

4 I rgces & a 2 vy e bred h : .
ool year late bred has won I
£60 in 3°%R g BESC Her, ye o385 MY 1518, = T
Uane of these Champs has bred me 6 winners also.l also

have a_szmall teay of Hirkpatricks the baog of these
1s Bricoux &are very inbred neaxrly all are recs. !

« 7/
TBese are winning also& I think that this the best

otrain in Britain.All are bred off National winners.



This fancier wom out of’his(%&rn in Nationals before he
Gied.I am sure that he won 20 Nat. positions in the first
20 in 6 years.Since his birds were spld some at £200 each.
this family have won over £50,000 in %fitai ﬁ,Théir
Progeny are making twice the Price of any others.T forgot

to mentodn that Bricoux himself was the pnly fancier in
I

Belgium  who was ever ba®Begd Irow club clug,hne was so

g0t .He was only alfowaarto TaCe 1lu the Hationalsaﬁhigqg@w
chapy Xivepatrick even won the Scottish Nat.aguinst EECOGﬁw\
by aw hour & &lso won by + an hour f1ljing 540 miles with
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2ud.bird.The year bhefore that he was 3rd. Gzanteo he

[ox]

his
was the shortest flier & has ubc best positio n 1&_300u1a&@
There are 00 metbers down there in that part & 250 gt

them jgin boocz Positious every year.These 3 Etraing of mine

have each zn efltirely different way of being trained +o
race fach ctrain is trained together almost every day at
E&» ‘N

shine.T € Gurnays afe juiped intotheir various races as
they become fit,The Firkpatricks need more B#ces Dbeing =
blgger type of bird & mostly all reds.The Channin ngs all

-

yet 'they are all bred
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checs & blues are all shapes & si.e

Wirners.These need as many race.
as ohe can give them.the only cateh Ls thgt this is not koo J%
pOsEible gs our club has a limit of I0 birds YET Tace as

threFeortrensiorler - oy
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the Fed tramsporuer only holds 3,500 birds& the 5&6

,membefs must all get theit share of birds each week.other
clubs will not let me in as I win so many races they jusy -

shut thelr radius or did not accept duplications”§ome even

disbanded their clubs & called 1t a day.Having 2 or 3 strd %
I naturally keep & breed more birds than can be raoed‘in&

T0 Dbiré club so I just have t0 train theL hard & jump thme

into wvarious raceSe“fﬁis does not olv t same chance as

£
1

they would get 1f they were raced every week s0 getting
them used to the transporter & the mass liberations.Anyway
I gel more than gy share so what ls the use ¢f-complaining

T o

Some have to be Juwped into 240 or 300 mileo for taeirﬁv

Ist race birds which may have won 2 or 3 shorter races
had they been entered (4 )¥Frad § 1aw Zaced his birds on the

widowheod system .I tried this systew but I could not get

=]

Fi-1t to wWork.Twice I triéd 6 winners on it with no success

T have always raced my birds on the natural system.Sitting

on eggs T a“1ng young ones etc.Have wom 1in every coadition,
Fast or slow raceS it is all the same .10 then bad weather
or good it did not matter.¥y birds ave fed only once per
lay as much as. they #aﬂ.eat oIl beans maize & wheat@This I

|
give them at about I p.m. daily.These rearing young oues gb

o

C filled with Beens nept filled in
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hligvee g Ilt. jam J&
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. nest vomes.Dike Guruay & Shaw T 2w always eXperiier
YWe & such thlogs to put in thelr water to
1ittle bit off extra spead iluto them.
s & uix different kinds of grale duriog
cachi raclng seasorn. being of different protein confent.The 4
only bad seagon L rezlly had was when I used an all bean
feed ~that season L wor. only the 3 hard rgces.Strange to say
the only season IL.used Tinseed was the winter previous to
the season thatl T . used the all bean mixture.Have-ngver used

Tinseed -vefore nor since.The gurnays can keeg on winaliag D
: -4 ] ot

wp Il 8 0o 9 & still keeyp on wiEldEs up Tl
as that is the oldest T have keptdThe 0lG ci
! troug YEL bor. £
in races up to 360 miles though he has als
piles 6 times twice day of 0SS cut always

1
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50 winuner O
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lowsd B5T &
just @ut of
orizes as he flew every race every year of

ﬁx»‘giVe niw much of & ghzarnce 1n thesr olg races. [ uever
show now.at least not iu Upen shows,just in the local club
chows. 8t The back edd of the year.You see Gurnay s as racers

couldht compete against lh.e present day show racers.paese
are ored specially for showing & are & bLgger type than the
racing type evenk though Gurnays were the base of theum.
“fhese show birds ar e a-lovely ty%gﬁgkaﬁe cannot pass Thel.

T

sersonally know that these showhCalnot bace as 1L knew

t#he late George Greenshlelds & the late John Thormtom 2

of the worlds best show raclug men Fhese men had 2 lofts of
oirds ome for show bizds & oune for racers.the show blrds

were never allowed out of thelr 1ofts in their 1life as they

nad no homwing sense.l tried a team of ‘hem once & tralued
Cof th ewm alomg wWith wy ome youlg ones. & ey were & wee
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ot slow but once they were racing 1hat was a different

_story they had to use thelr brains of which they had little.
111 70 went dgwn in their Ist 2 races yet none of my racers
went . dow.Strange to say all of these were reported as I hag
all of them wing stamped with uy naie & adress.So Jegally

T was quite in order to saow thmei iﬁ;fl@w&.classe$§2jﬁy
greatest win was in I95T or 52 the only time that our

Fed ever had an oOpeil rage against another Ped . Thelr -was
shout £T.000 im pools in thilis race I won &830 130 with

% birds. entered im all pools winning 3rd,5th & ISth 1f T
remenber right in the Open. our Fed,won so much of the pool
that there was never any more opel races again.The dlstance
of 1his race was 300 miles.Those +hat beat me were flying
20 mile.s less than me.ly biggest ¢issapolintmant was l% ©
54%9%§1%£$h1nﬁ in 5 national frow Charlesoi(Belguin) &
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I entered I4 & pooleg I6 of khem.for £ £I00. as all I6 of
them had won 2,3 & 4 Feq wins. eachResult only 4 home & 17
outslde of fave time & none of them was a pooled bird JK
moEe evier rejurned. & strange ta say these 4 bred over &0

winners between them in tﬁe Vears afterwarawc
To me this was aa pleasure erﬁélﬂavthié & at
east 1t will give Jou something to read. E”ease excuse the
Oad typing as thc is only my Bth or 6th letter this way..

We only bought it this past WeCL
_ yours very vlmcerelv

Wm ® Blachk

AU A @é@/e

s ,f"” ~ ZTDZ?,/—' ST A A *;f”}y,f 3{”) iFons & Q/{f Y TV

«iﬁmf;»'*ﬁ?b g

KAy VG  PlrGFore =rng

. [/-} — — ‘ ke
- ﬁébﬁfﬁﬁ%y
WENGSe D G
Jﬂ(/’;’ e ~ \/
TG LTS



