CHAPTER XX
LOFT INNOVATION

VER since pigeon racing first commenced there have been innumerable

kinds and tvpes of lofts—wooden boxes, wooden cotes, converted

outbuildings—including W.Cs.. corrugated iron lofts. attic lofts as are
adopted in Belgium, the palatal buidings constructed to particular
specincations and the elaborate lofts of M. Gurnay for example, as illustrated,
and the small racing loft ai * The Grange "—aiso illustrated. It is said that
necessity is the motner of invention and during the second World War, and
becoming a member of the National Pigeon Service, | had some greennouses
converted into lofts—and the conversion proved a success and so, when
l came to remove to * Ridgcroft ™, Bramhall, in times of restriction from
building, with bricks, timber, etc., the experience thus gained evolved a new
idea, an idea that was strengthened also by the sound contention that * Cold
promotes the growth of Fur ™ and * Warmth promotes the growth of Feather.”
By virtue of being a member of the National Pigeon Service and an exporter
to the United States of America for the much needed dollars, a building
licence was readily granted for the construction of this particular type of loft
which would be decorative to the lawns on which they were erected and in
no way deteriorate the appearance of the district of Bramhall, which is purely
a residential area. and in the property deeds it is expressly forbidden to
construct anything which might detract from the beauties of the surroundings
which are acknowledged as truly delightful for both their scenery and vege-
tation, and from the photo sketch it will be appreciated that the loft is a thing
of beauty, a fact which is thoroughly agreed upon by all who have seen it.

The loft is comprised of three compartments, one for the old birds, one
for the young, and in the centre the old idea of an enirance for any birds
arriving outside normal look-out hours. Each side loft is 10 fi, long by 9
ft. wide, with a height of 7 ft. at the front and 8 ft. 6 ins. at the rear. The
frontage of the loft embodies a 4 feet wide verandah, running the full length
of 27 feet, and the main roof overhangs the * dropping ™ part of the verandah
by 10 inches. There is no gutter attached to the main loft from which the rain
washes away all dirt, etc., down to a gutter at the edge of the verandah
portion—to prevent birds pecking in this gutter a 6-ifkh wooden board covers
its full length. At the rear of the loft nine ventilators are installed which
can be operated singly according to the dictates of the weather, and, as cad
be observed in the front of the loft, there are sliding grilled squares. two to
each loft, one opening to the left and one to the right. On the outside of these
are similar sliding windows. which also operate left and right, in order that
draughts can be excluded during the winter. Thus with @ system of shliding
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vendilators at the back and front in conjunction with the windows a suitable
current of air can be regulated and mmuntained at will : in this way the air
enters by the centre at the front and passes out through the top rear
ventuators,

The whole loft is constructed with “ T ™ steel framework covered over
with a special thick type of giass which ensures freedom from any vermin.
a constant current of air. with heat as desired. all of which factors are so
essential for rearing dpiendid youngsters, and especially for promoting
featner, remembenng “ Cold for kur ™, * Warmth for Feather .

To counteract tne vanations of the weather—inside the loft all the win-
dows are water-painted green up to 4 feet and fawn above this height, this
effects a beautitul appearance trom the outside, On the inside glass of the
two lofts a good quantity of water-paint is applied. but in the centre portion,
which is the * Sun Dounge ™, not so much 1s put on, so that the ultra-violet
rays may beneht the young birds who thrive on these as can be readily
imagined, especially when one recalls the results of such treatment in the
sun o1l already described tor the young birds at * The Grange ™ lofis : four
and a half hours’ racing al exercise, good food, drink and long rest and
development in the sun, then the cool of the evening, lotlowed by @ real
test in the elements,

For a fancier racing birds this type of loft has many advantages : if
the owner happens to be in the loft when a bird arrives, he can hear it, see
its form and movement through the glass (partly obscured by the water-
paint), or he can sit under the verandah and also hear and see sufficiently
on arrival and so act accordingly for timing-in.

The floor is the only part of the loft constructed of wood for warmth,
the floor under the verandah and rear of the loft for walking along to regulate
the ventilators are of concrete, covered by cement paint called Snowcem,
which gives it a very smart appearance—white foundation, green and fawn,
so from the photo and description ideas are proferred to which variations
could be made to the particular requiremenis of the different climates in
which the sport is followed, Another advantage of the loft is that its con-
struction and design and its plass surface completely prevents the intrusion of
cats, since they are, of course, unable to scale glass, and even should the
birds be on the verandah roof. no cat could climb on to it from the underside.

A new loft constructed for young birds does away with the spouting
and the rain washes all excreta direct to floor,

Since this particular loft was erected. a similar one for young birds has
been added; in this case the framework is of an alloy made from aluminium
scrap bolied together and completely watertight, Some constructional improve-
ment has been effected, the *lights ™ being in the centre of the three
compartments and providing ample light which is so essential for observation
and judgment of each individual bird, especially in regard to cye-sign tests.
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In the latter connection 1 once deputed my loftman to make certain examina-
tions, the results of which varied from * Nos, 6 to 107, all according to the
prevailing light at each separate examination—obviously, therefore testing
for eye-sign is of little avail unless proceeded with under adequate light.

Unfortunately the manufacturers of these metal-framed buildings are so
occupied in other directions they are unable to deliver these ™ greenhouse-
lofts ™ as quickly as one would desire; this is a situation, however. which
should now gradually improve. When the general public become more aware
of these new-type lofts and realise they are fulfilling the same function as
those old-fashioned wooden comstructions, which are all too often far from
architecturally attractive, it will arouse their interest in the sport. and the
sport will no doubt thereby gain in prestige, an objective which is worth
striving for in order to combat the prejudice against pigeons and pigeons lofis
which prevails amongst a part of the population. It is desirable not only
to counteract such prejudice, but to attract new fanciers. both to replace
the older ones and give strength to the Fancy by adding to their ranks, for
as the number of fanciers increase so do the possibilities of the Fancy obtain-
ing its just deserts in the matter of food supplies, road. rail and air transport
facilities and the host of other improvements which are required and merited.
At the moment the demand for the rights of pigeon fanciers is but a small
voice cryving out in the wilderness.

107




MYVHS d3d4d "SHW ANV HW

TIVHWYHE . LA0EDATH ..

108




(The following arricles, written by Fred Shaw, appeared in the * British

Figeon Racing Gazeite ™ and are reprimed as being of interest to fanciers.)

CHarTER XXI11.
ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION

HE complex subject of breeding, with its boundless possibilitics for
T expzriment, is one which never loses its fascination and, following our

hobby of breeding and racing pigeons, with this subject alone one need
never be at a loss for new interest. whether he be student. experimentalist,
or even the one who prefers to confine his activities simply to discussion,

In the breeding of beel cattle and sheep astounding progress has already
been made with the comparatively recent introduction of artificial
insemination,

This breeding innovation is perhaps particularly interesting to myself
as it recalls my efforts in the sphere of raising pedigree Shorthorns, an
activity which affords one the privilege of encountering such illustrious
breeders as the late HM. King George V.. the Prince of Wales, the many
cminent titled breeders and leaders of industry and commerce who. as a form
of relaxation, turned their hand to breeding pedigree cattle for exhibition
and export, For such beasts prices of purchase range as high as 12,000
guineas and, in exceptional cases, even more, and. one wonders, could bulls
of this exceptional calibre have been produced by this artificial method of
insemination. It is authoritatively claimed by experts that by this method
of breeding one bull has been the sire of several hundreds of stock in one
scason, and in the case of a ram the figure runs into thousands.

So far as I am aware application of this revolutionary method of insemi-
nation has been confined to the animal kingdom and has not been essayed
in the feathered world. with domestic poultry, for example, or much less
perhaps with fancy breed or racing pigeons., vet in this age of advanced
science what may seem fantastic today can become a matter-of-fact procedure
tomorrow, We are, of course. famuliar with some fanciers’ practice of pairing
their best cock to several hens and rearing the resulting eggs under feeders,
but though this is a form of departure from the orthodox. it is one to which
I, personally, have never resorted, much preferting and relving upon the
natural course of the parent birds rearing thgir own.

However, progress was never made by accepting an existing method as
the best possible one: it is frequently justifiably presumed that the British
racing pigeons are premier in the world. Such prestige cannot be maintained
by standing still. and, in view of this changing aspect of breeding. appeal
must be made to those young fanciers amongst us who are endowed with
modern scientific knowledge to keep us abreast of the times, to experiment
and study this new breeding methed as far as it can be applied to racing
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pigeons, and perhaps the Pigeon Racing Gazette could be instrumental in
passing on their findings to the fanciers who. ardently desirous of progress,
lack the necessary training to indulge in research from the scientilic angle.
To the layman, artificial insemination, by one means or another, may appear
fantastic in relation to pigeons: indeed it does. yet greater wonders have been
achieved and now appear as everyday events. From casual observation the
physical characteristics ok a bull and a ram seem greatly similar, yet some
of the features of procreation reveal a difference.

It may possibly be that in some research laboratories, or universities,
experiments are already being undertaken. for it is evident from the many
new discoveries of the present day that the spirit of adventure, which some
“schools of thought ™ seem to be ever secking to destroy, is not extinct
it is the instinct of youth to delve into the mysterious and often with bene-
ficial results. Perhaps if some of our readers are aware of any activities
in this sphere, or are themselves bent on experiment., we may perhaps be
privileged to learn more on the subject.

Whatever the form of experiment or practice in breeding, it will be
realised the prerequisite of success is that the chosen subjects possess a
100 per cent perfection of health. Even more so must this be essential for
such practice as artificial insemination as, in the greater number of seeds
of procreation, each must possess that vital and infinitesimal portion which
goes to determine and create the brain, the heart, the colour and the numerous
organs which make the whole. As pigeon fanciers primarily we have indeed
a wide field for study—there are surely enough professional and scientific
men in our innumerable socicties capable of implementing rescarch on these
new lines wheh would so greatly widen the intercst of all. If fanciers would
only give more thought to the possibilitics of what progress might be made.
rather than regard past records as the standard of accomplishment, how
much brighter the fanciers’ meetings would become in contrast to the dull and
drab affairs so many of us remember. Live subjects for discussion could
transform these formal Tunctions into a real source of information and
exchange mart of experience. an event to look forward to, and at each subse-
quent meeting interest would grow, particularly if inter-club meetings were
organised and the clubs’ most eminent fanciers exchange their ideas and
experiences, Let us have meetings which instruct and improve us as fanciers:
to this end it may be advantageous to allow a different chairman to preside
over cach meeting and elect those capable of expounding new ideas. theories
or methods, whether the subject be artificial insemination, eye-sign, training, or
any of the hundred and one features which go to make up that miraculous
bundle of feather, muscle. nerves, etc., which, for want of a worthier name,
we call a racing pigeon. It is something which in many respects has no peer
in the whole universe, something in which we ought to take more pride
than we do, and proclaim to all and sundry its unparalleled abilities of
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stamina and intelligence. It would perhaps prove astounding to many a fancier
to learn just how little is known or appreciated by the * outside world ™ of
our feathered marvels. There must be many cases where seeming lack of
interest is due to no more than lack of acquaintance, and even the most
cursory introduction may enrol another to the ranks of fanciers, and, in
the words of the old refrain, * The more we are together the happier we
shall be.”

CHapTER XXIIL
BREEDING THE WINNING “EGO",

FTER a brilliant ride 1o victory in this year’s Cesarewitch Jockey Britt

said of his mount : ** Woodburn” is a horse you have to know, He

thinks that racing is just a game, and if he goes to the front he's apt to
wait for another horse to come and race with him. He is a horse who likes
company.” The winning jockey did not enlarge as to whether it was ““fillies ™
in particular that “ Woodburn ” had a tendency to * wait ™ for. though the
proximity of the filly * Vertencia ™ at the finish might suggest so—at least
it would not be the first occasion that the male had allowed the * fairer sex ™
of the species to lessen his concentration from the job in hand, be it human,
quadruped or bird !

However, this jockey's telling description of the peculiar characteristics
of one particular mount could cause pigeon fanciers to ponder its possible
implication in relation to racing pigeons. Having little experience of other
strains, 1 will confine my comparisons to the Gurnay strain, trusting these
at least may be sufficient to persuade fanciers of other strains to express
their experiences of such peculiarities of individual birds or strains,

In the general sense pigeons are accepted as birds of a gregarious nature
in flight; it has, however, been found possible. by selection from great winners
over a period of years, to create a strain which disdains this natural (though
not necessarily advantageous) tendency, a strain with a Greta Garbo * T want
to be alone ™ complex, one might say. I recall the extraordinary fitness of
the Gurnays when racing to * The Grange ™ at Hyde, a recollection shared
by many fanciers such as Mr. Stow and Mr. Hilton, ete., who handled them.
and their great love, when exercising, to fly “on Their own ™. criss-crossing
at height and thoroughly enjoying their independence. Since particularising
Gurnays, however, it is perhaps preferable to further confine description of
the particular characteristics in point as they relate to M. Gurnay's own
birds, birds which not only won so many 1st Mational but on so many
occasions emphasised their achievements in winning by half an hour * on their
own ™. This is a trait so eminently desirable. one to be studied and brought
out in the bird, a trait obviously more ambitious than that which inclines
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@ bird to seck constantly the company of its fellow on the homeward flight.
With some strains this ~ sociable ™ quality is apparent from their behaviour
in the loft and it vsually follows this tendency is not discarded whilst in flight.
By contrast, the Gurnays could be fittingly described as * unsociable ™ when
Aown on the Gurnay system (@ system, incidentally, frequently mistermed
* Widowhcod ™ system. a gross inaccuracy, since they live practically in a
state of “ bachelorhood ™), and instinctively tend to force a quarrel on a new
acquaintance to test its mettle and reveal any possible “inferior complex :
they shrewdly agree to differ without actual combat, however, if no such
complex is evident. This independént attribute. both in the loft and in the
air, is a considerable asset, proven from my expericnces when the Gurnays
at Verviers were so easily successful in 450-mile races with either face winds
or under hot and sulirv conditions—the real test of a bird’s stamina and
initiative. Possession of this independent spirit or “ unsociability ™ is not
sufficient in itself alone, for. since this ego drives the bird ahead. and yet
further ahead, it must be coupled with an acute sense of directon a sense
which must function whilst still in the basket and absorb conviction of its
direction home before actual liberation—a faculty marked in many racers
and which, allied to the consuming desire fo be away and in front, makes for
the real champion.

In passing and whilst on the subject of Gurnays, it may be of interest
to note that, whilst browsing through some old annuals of the Manchester
Flying Club recently. 1 came upon two more lst prize winners hitherio
unrecorded in previous passages and making a total of 54 different birds
winning 1st prizes during the six years the Gurnays were racing to * The
Grange . an average of nine new 1st prize winners each year. An achieve-
ment due in no small measure to Hansenne, Verhoye and Gurnay in their
creation and perfection of a strain of pigeons which combine all the desirable
attributes of a real winner, a4 winner withal which races and wins “on his
own ", unlike * Woodburn ™ who. great racer that he is, prefers company
and, but for the tactical riding of his jockev. might never have realised the
distinction which his latent abilities merit.
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CHAPTER X X1V,
THE STAMINA THAT STAYS.

HE 1948 Wimbledon Hard Court Singles Championship was won by

Jean Borotra and might have been passed over without special com-

ment except, of course, by actual followers of this particular sport
but for the fact this was the tenth time he had achieved this distinction and
what is even more owtstanding he won this 1948 Championship at the age
of 50 years and ten years after his previous success in 1938, To vanguish the
best which England could produce (an opponent of approximately half his
years) so decisively in three straight sets (6-3, 6-3, 6-2) in such a strenuous
and active event is something which appeals to all sportsmen irrespective as
to which particular sport their interests are centred upon.

During an interview which was broadcast after the event he was asked
to what he attributed his extraordinary success, and he replied‘ that in the
first place he was indebted to his father and mother who, being people
accustomed to hard work all their lives, were in perfect health and so able
to endow their son with this most precious possession. In addition, the hilly
country of his birth and the nature of his youthful cecupations provided
abundant exercise for the development of muscles and agility. In later years,
during the German occupation, when he was arrested, determined not to
lose this great gift, he maintained his fitness by constant physical exercises.
It was particularly interesting to note that the commentator throughout
the radio commentary of the play made repeated reference to his exceptional
agility. anticipation and keenness of eye.

Apart from the popular sporting appeal of this outstanding victory, one
wonders how many pigeon fanciers who heard the commentary and subse-
quent interview perceived any analogy between this and pigeon racing.
Probably few, and yet there is, indeed, a close relationshin and one which
will well repay study and application to our sport. In the first place was
stressed the valuable guality of healthy parentage, parents who lived a life
of hard work; then the natural environments of the country in which he was
reared developing the muscles of a necessity but not solely as a means of
locomotion. but also of the uvpper limbs which later enabled him to so
effectively strike the ball. It endowed him also with that powerfully keen
vision so essential in transmitting the message to the brain and so to the
muscles at the precise psychological moment of application,

Tt is not necessary to point out to old fanciers the vital factors required
to succeed. but no harm is done in reminding them, and to the young
fancier who is for ever learning these essentials cannot be over-emphasised
and the inferences drawn from the remarkable achievements of Borotra
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can be profitably studied. In order to build on a sound foundation & 100
per cent perfection in health, muscle, eye and brain in the parents are indis-
pensable elements. With this acquired basis then proceeds the physical
development. the hard way, with work, work, and more work in conjunction
with correct feeding in its proper proportion. “ The hard way ™ does not,
however, mean a “ too strenuous way . which is often mistakenly assumed
and instanced, for example, by youngsters being sent to races of 300 miles
and more, youngsters which are going through their first moult and with all
the strain on the system that this involves.

On the subject of age, and ta make a simple comparison, let us assume,
not unreasonably, that the normal expectation of life in the case of a
pigeon is 10 years, whilst that of a man 70 vears. The ratio is therefore
1 to 7. At seven vears of age we cannot expect a boy to be even half-
developed, and hardly so even at 14 years of age; at 21 years however,
which is equal to three years of the pigeon, we may generally assume he
may be physically tested almost to the maximum, and so on to the age
of. say, 32 years. Only the exceptional can sustain their maximum effort
over much longer a period. and beyond there exist but few of the most
exceptional calibre, as Jean Borotra, for example. who can extend their
peak achievements further. If we retain this illustration in our minds it
follows, therefore, it is not wise, to say the least. to despatch youngsters
on tests of 250 to 300 miles whilst in the process of moulting and at an age
comparable to that of a boy of seven years. Following the train of this
logic. however. when the boy approaches his 21 years and the pigeon a
two-or-three-yvear old, real tests may be commenced with beneficial results,
and by subsequent consolidating and retaining of the physical qualities of
the pigeon he may continue racing and winning for several years. The
practice of M. Gurnay was to select certain specimens from his youngsters
which were lightly bred from as yearlings and kept until two years old
before putting to serious racing, thus. although some of the others were
raced as vyoungsters and vearlings, there was always a specially selected
reserve for the future—a far-seeing provision which marks the distinction
between the ordinary fancier and the great master.

As an old fancier I receive many letters seeking advice and information
on the many finer points from the young fanciers. It is not unnatural, therefore.
that the phenomenal achizvements of Jean Borotra presented to my mind
an extremely appropriate example for application to breeding. training and
racing pigeons. an example well worthy of thought and study in this aspect
by those wishing still to learn. If the foregoing remarks bring about such
reaction, and the lesson applied. then some general advancement in the science
of breeding. training and racing will. however small. have been established.
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CHaPTER XXV.
THE PHENOMENON OF THE MASTER MIND.

LOCAL newspaper recently reported the juvenile genius of a Scols

girl, Carol Gallacher, a young girl blessed with exceptional brain and

memory; a leading British psychologist revealed that during a test
she scored an aggregate of 181 points as compared with 140 points scored by
a University Honours graduate. As a fancier it is irresistible to make com-
parison with parallel phenomena amongst young racing pigeons—those, for
example. that from 10 weeks old win prominent prizes consistently in contrast
to those that win one week only. to return last the following week. The parents
of this young girl were ordinary people with no claim to amy particular
brilliance, and so, as ever, we are confronted with the eternal guestion, from
what source does such abnormal intelligence spring 7 Some will contend it
is simply “environment”, but just as genius blossoms haphazardly from
slum and palatial dwelling alike, so we know that success comes alike to lofts
where the * environment ™ varies in the extreme, We are left wondering, and
it may be well to concentrate on evidence which is more tangible, where success
predominates continually. amongst the great fanciers of our times whose
successes have been sustained over long periods and it is apparent that mating-
selection as conceived by the “master mind ™ is closely related to
phenomenal results.

Rapid development is peculiar to some strains, slow development to
others, as is more broadly illusirated amongst other species of animal life
in general—the swift maturity of the rabbit. for example. compared to the
slow growth and development of the elephant. Thought must be devoted.
therelore, to the potentialities of birds bred for early or late development
and to whether early training of youngsters or vearlings is ultimately benefi-
cial. In the case of the Gurnay strain. it is common knowledge that M.
Gurnay, after selecting his youngsters, kept them thereafter apart, only to
begin their training at two vears of ape. being of the conviction that in this
way they were left to fully develop their physical and mental faculties in
the most natural manner. A belief which has been amply proven justified in
practice as already described and illustrated—1st prizes were gained not
only in short distances, or long distances, but over all distances by birds of
various ages and by the same bird in the same season. :

Considerable attention has been drawn recently to the * Eve Theory ™,
with resulting controversy. no doubt, and some maintain that the * master-
minds * had more than *common™ knowledge of this particular subject.
It may be that some fanciers know more than they are prepared to divulge
or even discuss, perhaps because of lack of concrete proof or their inability
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to adequately set to words all that observation and experience has taught
them. Perhaps even more so because of that indefinable clement * intui-
tion ", the reaction of the particular personality of the fancier to each indi-
vidual bird. which may play a more important part than is generally
appreciated, far more at least than can be dismissed without sacrifice of
maximum success. In my case the winning of 80 per cent of the races by
the pool birds proved conclusively to me that some affinity can exist between
the fancier and his birds. It mu? only exist in the subconscious mind. It does,
nevertheless, influence the correct * dotting of the i's" and * crossing of the
t's=™ on the pool entry sheet. -

It is not improbable that the bird’s brain may be less receptive of the
mental communications of, say. a miner, whose hard daily toil has rendered
his mental susceptibilities less acute than. say. a business man whose brain
of a necessity functions more actively. It may be argued that against such
theory there are as many st prize winners amongst physical workers’ minds
as amongst those of the brain workers. To accept this argument one must,
of course, first consider the ratio of numbers of either category involved.
There are. furthermore, 1,000 races cvery week, each with a 1st prize
winner, vet it does not follow that the winner is the pool winner as well.
It is the combination of Ist prize and lst in all possible pools which is so
desirable and which thought and application of that abstract faculty of
“ telepathy ™ between fancier and pigeon may easily help to achieve.

Let fanciers. therefore, apply every thought and experiment to bring
out all the latent qualities of the bird and increase those desirable qualities
o a point where they are superior both in body and mind to our previous
breedings. 1o equal and surpass the achievements of such as Renier Gurnay,
whose confidence, as described clsewhere, born of experience and study,
enabled him to pool £800 or more on one bird with little fear of anything
but satisfactory result. a handsome profit. satisfaction to such an extent as
not only winning 1st prize with the pool bird in the * Grand National ™.
but winning by half an hour over all the 1,000 and more competitors—not
on a “disaster” day. but on a hard racing day with head winds and heat.

Just as the possibilities of *telepathy ™, * intuition ™, etc., cannot be
specifically defined and react differently to each different * personality ™, so
there are signs to condition and ability which do exist, but are not apparent
to any but the experienced and “sensitive ” observer. These must be con-
stantly sought for. Does the human athlete. the champion at the peak of
his fitness, always possess the rosy cheeks. the jaunty air. which are com-
monly attributed to perfect hezith and constitution 7 The obvious accepted
* hall-marks ™ are in nowise sufficient in themselves; often they are misleading,
and the more subtle indications are for the discovery of those who use their
insight in conjunction with their eyesight.
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CHAPTER XXVI.
FLYING THE *“ GOLDEN HORN ™.

HE British Berlin Flying Club is obviously one of those socicties that

are such a great feature of the British nation Someone has an idea,

others listen and see good in it, the notion spreads, and eventually a
number of individuals band themselves together in a society to put the idea
into  practice. Every successful British institution, from the House of
Commons downwards, came into being in this way. and the tradition must
be carried on, even in pigeon racing.

My travels in 16 different countries on the Continent were not unknown
to an officer of the above club and he approached me for information on
his idea of one day submitting a proposition to fly a race from the Golden
Horn, provided a reasonable route could be mapped over this vast distance,
When 1 was actively interested in racing 1 was not a great lover of very
long events, preferring races where a4 bird had a good chance to home on
the day, but there are many who prefer to * blaze a trail . or pioneer these
great races, and it behoves all fanciers, in this country and others, to impose

trails that will testify to the long-distance . abilities of our stock.

If we aim at the Golden Horn the East to West Route could be deviated
slightly from Amsterdam to either Rotterdam or, better still, Antwerp in
Belgium. and then be made to run through country which is free of mountain
ranges, or provides a good level route over fertile ground, When we remember
the wonderful performance of a blue Gurnay which, although untrained. flew
from Havana to Boston—a distance of over 1,363 miles—it must be thought
possible that a well-trained bird. in good condition, convoved speedily to
race-point by aircraft, should and could fly 2,000 miles under favourable
weather conditions. Such a possibility would become a probability if the
British Berlin Club changed its rouvte slightly, as suggested above.

Therefore, let us commence at Manchester and so to Lowestoft, 180
miles; Antwerp. 320 miles; Frankfurt, Germany. 519 miles; Vienna, Austria,
882 miles; Budapest, Hungary. 1.019 miles; Sofia, Bulgaria, 1,500 miles,
and on to the Black Sea to Istanbul, 1,685 miles. Istanbul is at the Golden
Horm—a very good name for the first pigeon to fly this route.

If we imagine the birds have been tossed at Istanbul—which way would
they turn ? If to their right. they would keep in sight the Rhodope Moun-
tains that separate Greece from Bulgaria and then on to Sofia, flying over
the maize-fields which cover such large areas there, and so on over the
wonderful plains of plenty in Hungary. along the blue Danube river and
to Vienna, probably drinking in the lakes at Balaton or Neusredl. before
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sighting the river Rhine and Frankfurt, and follow its course to Holland,
where they will cross into England,

If they turned left at the Golden Horn, following the coastline of the
Sea of Marmora, they would pass Gallipoli (what memories for 1914-18
soldier-fanciers !), Thessalonia, keeping Mount Olympus on the left, cross
Greece into Albania, and then the Adriatic to Taranto, Naples, Corsica, and
into France via Lyons, Paris, to London and other parts,

The advantage of theébroute is the generally clear air through which the
human eve can easily sec mountains 100 miles distant. Eye-sign specialists
would find plenty of facilities on this route,

Bird migration societies have learned a great deal about the routes taken
by birds in their flights to the Mediterrancan and the above roads could
be checked by the known routes. Nothing stays * put ™ these days, in which
discovery follows discovery, and progress is always taking place. We must
always be pioneering for new information and attempt deeds which will
excel those of the old days. when Rome was flown (1,000 miles). if pigeon
racing is to thrive and expand as a national sport. Can we not already imagine
the joy of the fancier, of his family and the world in general, when he has
timed in the first bird to fly the Golden Horn ? 1 trust that my few brief
remarks on this wonderful idea will provide fanciers with something worth
discussing and ultimately that action will be taken which will eventually
produce the * Champion Golden Horn™ bird, for all to admire, and an
owner we all may congratulate.

CHarTER XX VI
BRAIN MASTERPIECE.

OME amazing facts concerning the delicate and intricate structurg of
the human brain were brought to general notice during a most absorb-
ing feature in a recent radio programme which instanced some incredible
operations performed upon the brain, The case was that of a soldier who had
sustained what the layman would normally imagine to be a mortal wound
~of having a bullet pass completely through his brain—vyet so advanced
is brain surgery that a successful operation restored him to normal life.
It is a natural tendency, perhaps. for any true lover of whatever sport,
art or hobby, upon enlightenment of new progress in other fields, to reflect
as to how it relates or how it may be turned ta advantage in the field of his
own particular activitivs. According to medical science the human brain,
composed of tissue, weighs, on an average, from 3 to 3% lb. approximately.
and has taken millions of vears to evolve to its existing state. To make a
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rough weight-for-weight comparison between a human of 10 stones and of
our birds would establish the weight of a pigeon’s brain at less than half an
ounce. For lack of authentic medical information this is but a rough reasoning,
not. it is appreciated, necessarily accurate. since an elephant or whale, for
example, possesses less brain by weight than the human. but it is a comparison
which serves to raise yet another intriguing aspect of our racers. It would, |
am sure, be of great service to the Fancy if some of our young fanciers who
are also medical men, chemists or scientists, would lend their knowledge to
the unexplored realms of pigeondom and answer some of the many questions
forever confronting the fancier and which. perhaps. may remain unanswered
unless scientific knowledge is applied.

To assist such search for the many elusive answers it would. to my mind
be well worth while to contact such renowned bird lovers as Peter Scott,
son of the immortal explorer, who also features from time to time on the
radio and delights his listeners with revelations gained from a wide experience
and study of wild bird life. His knowledge of the habits, flying endurance.
diets, and their migratory urges, ete.. may lead by comparison and experiment
to further knowledge., Co-operation of bird lovers should not be impossible,
for it is usually the bird one loves.

In the feature on brain surgery such  minor operations ™ as drilling
holes above the temples on either side of the head and piercing the frontal
lobes of the brain were mentioned, No like surgical skill has, of course. been
lavished on a pigeon to my knowledge though many are the times rough
surgery has been required to help our pets recover from wounds caused by
contact with wires and the like, The most * major ™ of these operations |
recall having performed was in the Pigeon Service of the 1914-18 War on a
bird which had almost the whole of one side blown away. It was noticed
as soon as it dropped in the passage of the loft, for the unfortunate bird was
stumbling over its own entrails hanging from the gaping wound. Although
it was no unusual occurrence to have to sew crops and minor wounds in the
sides with silk, here we were confronted with a gap so Jarge there was no
skin to draw across. There was no alternative but to turn the bird upside
down and plaster up the gap with vaseline. ruefully hoping for the best. Yet.
strange to relate, the bird did live, and in time grew feathers over the once
empty space; not anly did it survive, but was even able to fly short distances.
Thus again the incomparahle constitution of these bundles of feather, muscle
and frame was graphically demonstrated, and who can point to any other
form, human or animal. which can produce such sustained full-pressure effort
as a pigeon’s flight of 15 hours without stop. without bite or drink—surely *
no equal can be produced in this world.

When we consider the results of the millions of years of human brain
evolution, how far-reaching seem the possibilitics of the cultivation of the
racing instinct in our birds when so much has aiready been achieved in

.
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the comparatively short space of time of the several hundred or less years
it has been pursued. Incidentally. perhaps we should be somewhat more
modest in the acclamation of our brain superiority when, after all these
aeons of time, we are still not endowed with sufficient perceptive to understand
with any degree of accuracy just how our birds find their way home and at
such remarkable speeds. Either we are not as intelligent as we imagine, or '
we have not studied the problem as diligently as we might.
This line of thoughtMeads me to the question of the * likeliest " classes
at shows and the varying abilities of those whom, it is assumed, are able
to select 4 great racer; but perhapg this is & topic worthy of an article unto
itself so 1 will leave it for a later day. What I am most concerned with at the
moment is to awaken the interest of the younger element of fanciers, parti-
cularly those who practise the science as in one form or another, so that.
by exchange of their experiences. studies and tests. they may eventually
enlighten we older ones to these elusive problems which have long baffled
us. As one of the old school I am confidently hoping this youthful element
will really develop the study, and their interest as they learn will grow |
into that passion which alone will produce real results. Let them teach us |
those things we never knew and so earn our everlasting gratitude. |
There is so much vet to discover when we consider even a few references
made during the item on brain surgery : the 120 million nerves which act .
as electrical conveyors of inverse and reverse impulses. However complex
a brain, so much more beyvond our understanding must be that vital and
infinitesimal something in the seed which detcrmines its creation, Without
explanation though we may be. we are able to profit by experience. if not
by knowledge. and we are left with the old axiom, “ What’s bred in the
bone comes out in the flesh,” and off we start again with the selection of
our stock. the methods of keeping, of training, and all those things which
appertain to the functions of breeding and racing, and are brought back ever
to the sage conclusion that “the more we know of a subject, the more we
realise how little we really do know.”

RACING TO WIN
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CuarTER XXVIIIL
WHAT IS THE “ HOMING INSTINCT ™ ?

RECENT article by John Langdon-Davies, the * Daily Mail ™ Science

Editor. would suggest that the Gipsy Moth is possessed of a faculty

not uncommon with that of the racing pigeon, and facts brought to
light in this article open abundant lanes to theoretical exploration by racing
pigeon fanciers and presents a challenge to their lack of progress in the scien-
tific field during this era of atomic discovery.

According to Langdon-Davies, a female Gipsy Moth (whilst in the virgin
state) will attract any male of the species which happens to be within several
miles radius—even if the intervening space is that of wild moorland country
with prevailing winds. it will not deter the male moths direct approach to
the objective. Research showed that some chemical secreted in the female’s
body was responsible—this secretion was extracted and divided by ordinary
methods of chemical separation in three parts—acid. neutral and base, “Each
fraction was used to attract male moths. and while only four came to the
acid portion and two to the base. more than a hundred came to the neutral.
Working on these discoveries, the scientists are now endeavouring to find out
exactly what atoms are bournd up in this neutral substance and in what way.

It would be interesting to learn whether there is any scientific research
in progress to analyse and explain the highly-developed sense of direction.
or “homing instinct”, as it is commonly called. of the racing pigeon—or
at least a laree proportion of racing pigeons ! The reason why the pigeon
is able to discover its route * home "—whether that “home ™ is the ideally
hygienic lof.t the normallv conditioned loft or. as can unfortunatelv some-
times bz scen, the filthy loft—presents an ever intriguing enigma to the fancier.
and it mav be that this explanation of the somewhat parallel case of the
Gipsv Moth may guide some scientist-fancier on the road to some concrete
conclusion. In any event, a comparison of theories on the phenomenal attri-
bute of the racing pigeon. which is apt to be tzken too much for granted,
chould provide some verv interesting reading.

The purpose of the scientific research in the case of the Ginsv Moth is
to provide for its ultimate destruction, for thouch_ rare in this country, it
is the cause of millions of dollars” damace in Ihcﬂ'l.T_SA. and by the pro-
duction of some svnthetic “ neutral extract ™ of the female it is hoped thereby
to lead to the undoing of the males. If. however, the * homing instinct " of
the racing piecon could be similarly exposed—and their natural faculties
scientifically aided on the homeward route—a vast new field of enterprise
{and perhaps compeztition !) would certainly be open to the pigeon racing
world, As the popular expression has it. * It makes you think ! ™
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CHAPTER XXIX.
THE £1.000 CHALLENGE MATCH.

HE subjects relative to pigeon racing which I am enjoined to write

upon ‘are many and varied and, though somewhat inured to the un-

expected. the request réeeived this morning was indeed surprising since
it suggests that a £1.000 challenge made some 25 years ago, at a time when
the successes of the Gurnays racing to-* The Grange ™ at Hyde were aston-
ishing the world, should constitute an interesting theme for an article—
however. perhaps the circumstances of this challenge may be recorded for
general interest,

Unfortunately. in this country there exist among us those misguided
individuals who seem never content unless they are destroying or disparaging
one thing or another—some * advanced schools of thought ” have even seen
fit to liquidate * The Empire ™ of which most of us werg so proud. A strain
of superlative racing pigeons, no less than an Empire, takes many years to
build and there are some who, themselves incapable of such creative feats,
resort to the unworthy alternative of decrying, liquidating and destroying—
surely it is infinitely more desirable that fanciers. be we English. Scotch,
Welsh or Irish, should, irrespective of the assets or shortcomings of our own
particularly favoured strain, consistently speak and act in a manner calculated
to enhance the stock of British racing pigeons in general. When warped and
destructive criticisms in our journals, etc., are read by fanciers in other coun-
tries they are more likely to be accepted as the truth than otherwise—as with
the fishmonger, it is quite unnecessary for him to cry out * stinking fish ™ for
if such be the quality of his wares they will announce the fact most adequately
themselves. It would be far preferable to criticise on the basis that all strains
possess their merits though some are more endowed than others and the
onlooker would thus be more accurately informed of the true valuation of
our birds,

Since 1 am now uasked to comment on this £1,000 challenge, a figure
incidentally which though sufficient to cause some stir at the time amongst
the English Fancy, was comparatively insignificant to Gurnay's frequent
wins of two or three times this amount with two birds in one race—and
without any undue commotion, it must be emphasised that the motive was
in no way one of proving or claiming the universal pre-eminence of the
Gurnays. The challenge was directed solely to those detractors of the strain
and was for a series of ten races. from a first race of 86 miles up to one of
329 miles for old birds and four voung bird races at £100 per race. Such a
series of ten races would. in my opinion. constitute a truly comprehensive
test of a strain. from various distances, and in varving weather conditions
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and probably hard and fast races. The undoubted abilities of the Gurnays
were readily acknowledged by my many friends who in the true spirit of
the sport welcomed my introduction of the strain, as necessitated by compe-
tition, they were induced to improve their own and an incentive was thus
provided which is always to the benefit of the sport. These friends were well
aware of the object of the challenge and being not in the least envious of the
Gurnays achievements reframmed from accepting. meanwhile the detractors
to whom the chalienge was thrown remained uncommonly quiet and subdued
with the apparent realisation of just what would be meted out to them had
they taken up the challenge.

From an article written at the time in connection with the challenge it
would appear, however, that two counter-challenges did emerge as a result,
though not perhaps from the intended quarter. These were issued by two
great fanciers—J. L. Baker and Marsden Flint. both truly great racers to
whom we fanciers are considerably indebted. for the records they established
and the strains they perpetuated, the progeny of which are to my knowledge
today winning innumerable prizes. 1 never had the pleasurc of personal
acquaintance with Mr. Baker, a fact sincerely regretted as it is always a
veritable joy and instruction to me to meet a real champion at any time or
any place. Mr, Flint, however. 1 knew personally and great racer that he was,
no “kid-glove™ methods were for him. his birds must always “toe the
line "—this in no way infers that he bore anything but & real love for his
birds as was amply demonstrated on the last occasion 1 met him for though
ill and confined to his bed. he had ensured that his bedroom was next to
his loft so that by simply opening a door he could look upon his pets—
surely, a most convincing proof of his deep affection.

However, in respect to these counter challenges, in the case of Mr, Baker,
it embodied one race only and that from Bordeaux or San Sebastian and
Mr. Flint's counter challenge simply stipulated one race from San Sebastian.
In either case their flying distance would be approximately 70 miles less than
the distance to be coversd by the Shaw Gurnays. and since Bordeaux to
Hyde is 600 miles and the distance from San Sebastian appreciably more,
the liberation and timing-in could not be cffected under average conditions
in the same day, Now, as ic generally appreciated throughout the world of
pigeon fanciers the Gurnay strain is one which has begn cultivated over a
period of many years pnimarily for winning races of 450 miles, a distance
considered feasible by most as one which will reasonably ensure arrival on
the day of liberation—a condition which appeals to the majority of sensible
fanciers. Consequently these Gurnays were taught and trained to race and
Win, to produce an all-out effort from the onset and maintain it until they
had once again reached their own particular morsel of feminine enchantment
which awaited them. By contrast there are those who favour midday libera-
tions or races from distances which are intentionally calculated to prevent
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arrival on the day—each to his own taste, but since the original challenge
was not taken up the counter-challenges of one race only were appropriately
ignored. Irrespective of an overnight stop and with an additional 70 miles
to fly fanciers genérally will appreciate, 1 believe. that there are many reasons
why one race as described could never constitute a fair or sufficient test of a
strain, Whereas a test consisting of a series of ten races could decisively be
claimed to do so. particularly if, as was suggested in the challenge, two
prizes of 60 per cent and 4k per cent were awarded in respect of each race,
or, alternatively, three prizes of 50 per cent. 30 per cent and 20 per cent.
However, since the original challenge had no takers such conclusive test was
never made, a regrettable fact, perhaps. as it would undoubtedly have provided
abundant interest and excitement and may well have imparted considerable
enlightenment.

From the foregoing comments it must not be mistakenly assumed that
the Gurnays are only capable of winning up to 450 miles, many of M.
Gurnay’s champions subsequent to their successes at this distance (which
is, incidentally, the Belgium * Angouléme ™ Grand National distance) were
entered in races from Spanish race-points and. moreover, whereas generally
speaking the English fancier will only enter a bird in one 500 miles race
per season, Gurnay’s entries from Spain would repeat the journey three times
in one season. 1 can, therefore, arrive at no other conclusion but that Gurnay’s
birds were justly proven superior in cither short, medium or extremely long
races and that the more severe the race the greater the possibilities of con-
tinuing the winming sequence and winning by half an hour in advance of all
competitors as so frequently occurred in the Grand Nationals.

From impartial consideration of the sustained successes of one strain
over a period of half a century, a strain moreover founded on other strains
already established in victory as the birds of Hansenne, Verhoye and
Gurnay's own foundation, it is not particularly difficult to understand just
why Shaw (as he is referred to in the relevant article) possessed such confi-
dence in ultimate triumph—the risks involved in the challenge seemed
comparatively trivial compared with those undertaken by Gurnay when, as
explained elsewhere, he could infallibly determine his wins according to the
weight being carried in the pools and doublages. This. surely, is the supreme
test of ability in the wonderful sport of * racing ™ pigeons. unlike those tests
which involve staying a night in France with all the chance advantages and
disadvantages it incurs. A circumstance which reczlls the comments once
made by Chief Justice Lord Hewart when he was presiding over a High
Court case concerned with pigeon racing and at which I happened to be the
chief witness—when the question of a racing pigeon having to make an
overnight stay in France was raised Lord Hewart remarked that such a
procedure might prove “most dangerous ™. Although his observation was
flippant it might tend to impress fanciers with the vicissitudes these over-
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night stops do present. It is perhaps opportune here to mention also the
occasion when a fellow member of the famous Manchester Flying Club once
asked me if he might bz allowed to accompany me on one of my visits to
the Continent—his anticipations were short lived for his wife had overheard
the request and in no uncertain manner promptly forbade any such excursion,
apparently she was similarly convinced of the dangers which lay lurking for
her mate should he stay “a night in France ! ™

CHAPTER XXX,

RENIER GURNMNAY
AN APPRECIATION BY FRED SHAW

O cach and every sport pertains its own immortal giants, exponents

whose achievements tower above those of their contemporaries.” In the

world of pigeon racing such a colossus was personified in the person
of Renier Gurnay of Verviers,

Famed throughout the universe for his incomparable breeding and
transcendent success which he maintained for half a century and more.
Perhaps at tmes the more imaginative fancier has paused to consider the
creative force behind the unparalleled records of the Gurnay strain,

His was no meteoric rise to the pinnacle of success, brilliant for a moment
and then forgotten, his path was the hard way through normal channels
slowly and firmly. and once enthroned he was never to be dislodged. except
after 50 years by the inevitable hand of time.

He never begrudged acknowledgment to those who helped him reach his
goal, to Harsenne the master whom he eclipsed and who provided the original
material which Gurnay. like the sculptor chisels piece by piece his master-
piece which is to carry his name for ever in the halls of fame, with his
infinite patience, his profound knowledge of pigeons and exercised eye,
blended, moulded and finally created the elusive perfection, THE GURNAY
STRAIN OF RaACING PIGEONS,

Gurnay was blessed with a great intelligencg a rare capacity for work
and a prodigious energy, and perhaps much of his achievement is due to
his refusal to live not so much in the present but in the future, always looking
ahead—" Progress ™ was his watchword. * Keep always ahead ™ his motto,
and his line of action in breeding his strain was “From the best 1 want
better—good is of no use to me.”

He for ever battled. worked and conguered and in this he was sustained
and encouraged by his admirable wife Pauline. and so he found happiness.
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His iron constitution (he practised many other forms of sport) enabled him
to direct personally not only his métier of choice, but also his considerable
professional concern and perhaps, strange to say, his arduous and vibrant
life long sustained his youth. His decisions were always firm and concise.
but at any time if a theory was not evolving as it should he would spare
no pains in commencing again from its conception and proceeding again
step by step. The pigeon life of M. Gurnay was indeed a living lesson, he
was the great forerunner. Only}ﬁrhcn he was past his 70th year was he forced
by doctor’s orders to abandon his life’s work. but lofts of fanciers of per-
ception throughout the world are enhanted by the beauty, intelligence and
strength of his strain and its progeny. and the annals of pigeon racing history
are illuminated for all time with the countless testimonies of their speed
and stamina, culminating in being acknowledged as the Greatest Winning
Strain of Racing Pigeons ever known,
In affectionate remembrance and appreciation,
Ton Copain,
FRED SHaw.
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CHapTER XXX,
CONCLUSION

N the point of relaxing after setting forth at some length a detailed

and illustrated outline of the creation. evolution and achievements of

the Gurnay strain, | discover that the editorial hunger of the persistent
Mr. 5. W. E. Bishop (the person solely responsible for my being persuaded
to undertake the task of such writing) remains unsatiated,

I am now exhorted. in view of the many requests of subscribers reacting
to the articles already featured in the Gazerte, to enlarge upon the subject
of “how to win ™. To justify myself. and so that readers may harbour no
misapprehensions, [ must categorically state that my promise to write was
given only in so far as it related to facts and illustrations of the Gurnays,
there never being any intention of writing on such themes as * how to win ",
and in either book or articles on those occasions my writinegs has- strayed
from fact, the sole and genuine objective has been to provide food for thought
in an endeavour to induce the fancier, the youne fancier in particular, to
think things out for himself and devise individual and original means to
achieve his object in the Fancy wherever it may le,

My own experience is at least sufficiently comprehensive to realise the
futility of holding or expounding dogmatic views as to the completeness
or perfection of any particular method, Likewise 1 could not be so egotistical
to presume to teach those fanciers who know all there is to know, or even
those who do not aspire to such claims. which, incidentally, is reminiscent
of my Army days, when 1 held classes for * other ranks ™ desirous of joining
the Pigeon Service, To one of my necessary primary questions, * What do
you know about pigeons ? " I once rececived the impressive reply, * Well,
what I don’t know about pigeons is not worth knowing.” Since this individual
wias genuinely under the impression he possessed such knowledge he was
amazed when his transfer was refused. Though we may 'have this type of
fancier still amongst us. they must indeed be few in number, for contact
with our birds soon impresses upon the least perceptive of fanciers how precious
little we do know about them—the scope for study is wide, as wide as the
zap between the bird's own intelligence and that & the fancier and which one
day. let us hope, will be bridged.

From the correspondence received it would appear that belief errone-
ously exists among many that once ong is able to read just how one
fancier achieved unusual success the method has only to be copied to the
letter and the same harvest will be reaped. Fortunately for the true lover
of the sport success in breeding or racing cannot be secured so easily as
that. it is the reward only of constant study and application.
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Under no misguided impression, therefore. that the knowledge necessary
for success could be so easily imparted, my promise to compile this book
was. I must repeat, given simply that the exploits of the Gurnays would
be recorded for the interest, example and guidance of fanciers in general,
and it was not intended to attempt the impossible in teaching by word * how
to win ", or to digress on the many aspects which could be delved into, or
attempt to answer the many unfathomed mysteries of racing pigeons, such
as their possible possession of the sense of smell, or to comment upon the
relative eye-power between a racing pigeon and, say. of a hawk. and the
* stereoscopic ™ action of its eves when descending from enormous heights
at terrific speeds which must be capable of rapid change of focus or to
attempt to analyse the many perplexing anomalies of human and animal
traits constantly instanced around us. For example. a chauffeur T once em-
ploved could never be sure of the correct route from Manchester to Leeds
and. despite the fact that he had made the journey on innumerable previous
occasions, was obliged to consult me whenever the route diverged. He was,
furthermore. equally incapable of driving in fogsy conditions, and in such
conditions had to relinquish the wheel to the *old man™ who, though less
equipped in eye-power, was quite equal to the task of taking over—thus is
posed the question as to whether any relationship exists between lack of
eve-adaptabilitv in foe to lack of memory of roads, Another similar peculiarity
was instanced by a friend. a2 Government official. who, after visiting a musical
comedy or suchlike entertainment. could sing or whistle the tunes on the
way home, and even remember all the words without effort; he could likewise
accurately recall the name of any “ pub ™ ke had ever visited, vet when it
came to'remembering the road to places he ' d freauently visited his memory
proved unequal to the task. These failine or attributes can. in the case of
humans, be explained to one another, vet the reason why such different traits
exist remain for the most part unsolved. To what greater extent. therefore.
must we exercise our intelligence and imagination to discover and appreciate
the varying traits of our birds and to what deerce their capabilities or short-
comings exist,

Thus our Editor must content himszIf with the facts which have been
recorded in accordance with my promisz. and look to the many others whose
wide range of experience and opinions are, no doubt. equally worthy of
cxpression through the medivm of the Gazetre, to the interest and benefit
of all.

Having always been interested in the activities of Youth, in all that the
term sienifies, T trust they will derive some benefit. and that at least they
will accept what has been written in the spirit of sportsmanship and appre-
ciate the earnest endeavour to further the gradval improvement of the pigeon
racing stock of the British Isles ard to make its sterling qualities more known
throughout the great world of possibilitics for our sport. The world must
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know that it can continu¢ to rely on British stock to perpetuate its eminent
tradition. a tradition of reliability. of its capability of sustaining flight over
long distances at high speeds. and a tradition of bringing happiness and
satisfaction to purchasers from other countries.

So T appeal to the Youth of the Fancy, now that they have become
familiar with some of the accomplishments, of the older school. to utilise
the undoubted advantages of modern science and training as stepping-stones
to further progress. Many who are air-minded and have actual experience
of air flight in jet-propelled planes. for instance, will be far better informed
at first hand in such matters as the reaction of the eye to light and distance
at incredible speeds. the conditions of flight at different altitudes amongst
air pockets and the like. all of which will better enable the Fancy to appre-
ciate the vicissitudes encountered by their pets on the long route home. and
appreciation of the facts by practical experience should lead to new and
better methods of racing and training. It is, indeed, a privilege denied most
of the older fanciers to fly through the air with the control of the machine
in one’s own hand and enjoy the natural elements and independence of one’s
own birds, and, in addition, to own these other dynamic marvels of the air,
the racing pigeons. The work involved in recording the facts of the Gurnays
will be amply rewarded if my efforts are reciprocated and induce readers to
put on record, as 1 have done through the columns of the Gazerte if not in
book form. their own impressions, discoveries and ideas for the benefit of
all and the furtherance of the glorious sport of racing pigeons.
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*“ SPLENDID BLELL.™

Photograph taken as a youngster before exporting to Mr. A, J. McDermott, Fall River
City, U ;




“ BEL ECAILLE."

Cock.
Representing the type of youngster pow being bred at * Ridgeroft ” and ome of six pairs
exported to Mr. A. J. McDermott, Fall River City, U.S.A. Photo taken when a youngster,



EXTRACTS FROM FRED SHAW'S LETTERS.

Dear Mr. Bishop, %

By George ! What have 1 let myself in for in supplying material for
this book 7 The volume of particulars enclosed have been donme * in-
between-times ™ but you will be able to set it out better, You may notice
the sequence of wins two races in succession by the same bird and five different
birds in five seasons. Also the age of the sires of winners. ™ Angouléme ™
sired 1st Prize Winners for me when 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 years of age; most
remarkable ! Flease note 1 never zave a pill in my life. 1 suppose 1 could
make a fortune out of pills but * what profiteth a man if he gain the whole
world but loses his soul ™

Regarding colours, we shall come to this. Incidentally only two of my
winners had white flights, Le Gros had a dark chocolate Gurnay Eye; his
nestmate. Le Bossu, (the £2,000 winner) had a violet eye.

Last Saturday | wrote some more material for the book and you will
now have enough to keep you going before 1 go away. Last night I lay in
bed thinking of what 1 would write about * Imagination ™ which will be the
best part of the book as ** Imagination ™ is one of the Great Secrets,

Yours sincerely.

FRED SHaw.

Dear Mr. Bishop,

As an addition to what 1 wrote about hens, please add that * with hens
taken off the nest and with no training . . .

15t Stockport Fed.. 3.601 birds compzting (* Spotter ”, st by 10 yds.)

1st Stockport Fed., 3.881 birds competing (* Dancer ™, Ist by 6 yds.)

1st Manchester F.C., 1.G80 birds competing (* Eve ", velocity 797 vds.)
1st Manchester F.C.—(* Ray of Sunshine ", velocity 758 yds.)

There are many other instances that could be given of hens doing their
stuff as well as the cocks. “ Mighty Atom ™ was the first Gurnay ever bred
in this country and though bred pre-1914 I can imagine all her good points
today. “ Royal Engincer” was Gurnay and * Merry Widow " blood and
shows the * Red Cheq. Brigade ™ that 1 did. in fact. breed Mealies. * Merry

134

I



EXTRACTS FROM FRED SHAW'S LETTERS

Widow " was half-Hansenne. She had a Violet Eve and was a real Champion.
As I have said, the most successful season was when the birds had ONE
TOSS at 46-miles and into the first race at 86 miles and NOT ONE OTHER
TOSS—only to races. So put that in your pipe and watch for the solution
in the smoke as it curls upwards. * Spot™ was the first Gurnay to go to
Marennes, 529 miles, and only lost Ist position by a fraction. Don't imagine
from what I have written that I am annoyed. or have changed, but place on
record that 1 did not train 10 miles North. South. East or West. I never did
it. never will. MY BIRDS FLY FOR LOVE OF IT WHEN OUT AT
EXERCISE and GET THEMSELVES FIT.

Yours sincerely,

FRED SHaw.

Dear Editor,

It has been my pieasure to read through the book * The Secret of Eye-
Sign ™* and 1 must congratulate you on your efforts to enlighten fanciers
who have not previously given the Eye the attention that it deserves, and
which is so essential. It is also given in such clear language that everyone
who reads it is sure to derive benefit from the study and application and
I notice the note of warning that the Eye is not evervthing but only part
of the whole of that wonderful bundle of feather and intelligence that we
call a Racing Pigeon.

The fancier who reads will more easily understand why such as Monsieur
Gurnay could put £800 on two birds in the pools and doublages with every
confidence to win a good profit, and it also makes me think that had this
knowledge been common knowledge when I was racing with the Stockport
Social Club it might still have been in existence. | am hoping that further
articles on the other main essentials to success may soon appear in your
“ Gazette " which everyone who reads it finds so interesting. We live and
learn and in so doing it increases our interest in breeding and racing our
wonderful pets. I feel sure that the Fancy greatly appreciate your efforts to
make our hobby more interesting than ever.

Yours sincerely.
FrED SHAW,
* The book “ The Secret of Eve-Sign” available from the publishers,

Racing News & Gazette, “ Redferns’, Weybridge, Surrey, price 10s. 3d.
Post free.




RACING TO WIN

Dear Mr. Bishop,

I was pleased o receive your letter of the 9th. 1 seem lost without your
letters—you have become a part of my life. Sorry to hear that your two
did not return from Twente. We could not this time blame the weather
and 1 have refrained from telling my Blue Cock what I thought of him as
with his wings as they were he inay have good reason. He may be a better
bird than I give him credit for but a bird that cant do 400-miles first jump
is not too good. :

Some fanciers are really hopeless; I get many letters confirming this.
As an example, a farmer wrote to the effect that * years ago [ did well with
Gurnays, bought from you when at The Grange, now they don't seem to
have the life in them that Gurnays usually have. 1 feed them on groats
impregnated in Cod Liver Oil and three times per weck they arc shewn
their hens then sent for a 10-miles toss, then they play with the hens—but
they are not keen.” I replied by letter telling him to * phone me as [ could
not put in writing what 1 would like to say to him—no phone call yet. Fancy !
the Shaw-Gurnay System is to build up strength and here a fellow allows
them to dissipate themselves three times per week after a 10-miles flight.
and feeds them on groats impregnated. My hat !

I see I made a serious mistake when writing about food for the Gurnays.
I wrote, ™ It was the practice of Monsieur Gurnay to purchase his supply
of this particular grain (Linseed) from myself in preference to the usual
source of supply.” This is wreng, and it should read, * It was my practice
to buy through Monsicur Gurnay this particular grain (Lénseed) instead
of from the usual British source of supply.” As regards good looking birds,
Gurnay did not breed for beauty. He bred for winning pools and Tons of
Money and only the best are the beauties. Perhaps the beautics you are
thinking of are those in the pens. When 1 was judging at Leeds (I am glad
to have been judging at the Show, the first judging engagement I ever accepted)
it taught me a lot, i.c. that half of the birds exhibited are Hot House pigeons.
beautiful in feather, low to the ground, fat as butter and heavy as possible
up to the point of bursting, whilst the other sort show they do not understand
rearing, My Steward asked me many questions, One pigeon 1 handled and
said to him, * This would have been a good pigeon if reared right,” and he
wondered how 1 knew und ventured the opinion that it might never be any
good. 1 told him that as a footballer he had seen those boys that are well
reared, big, strong—also the badly reared little sort, narrow chested, that
made rings round the big well-reared: well. it was pluck, guts and brains
that did it and overcame the well-reared, slow-witted one, At the end of
examining 40 birds in the first class 1 said to my Steward. “ Well, that's a
so-and-so. Not one worth giving a prize to.” So how do you like that ?

Yours sincerely,
FRED SHAaw,
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Dear Mr. Bishop,

Thanks for vour letter dated 19th. presumably written at night. Well,
about breeding to type. When you breed to type—what is it ? The minute
speck that dominates results 7 And yet some fanciers know it all. 1 can’t
understand the mystery about * Young Hawk ™. It has never been said
who bred him, nor ring numbers of parents, just simply that he was from
a son of “ Angouléme ™ and a granddauchter of * Petite Ecaille ", He was
bred in 1923. 1 sold to Billy Pearson in 1921 youngsters from my stock
“ Angouléme ", Etc.. and I fancy that from the Shaw bred sire of * Young
Hawk " they altered to HAWK substitute § for H and delete K. From these
things you will understand the lines in the new article sent today. 1 hope you
will agree that the two articles in yesterday’s “ Gazette ™ are a credit to the
paper and going back in pedigree style to you as my instigator,

Yours sincerely,

FRED SHaw.

Foatnote :

The above extracts from letters written by Fred Shaw have been taken
from a correspondence file running into many hundreds of letters
between Fred Shaw and the writer. 1 have quoted only those extracts
which have bearing on the Gurnays and (what is much more important
to me) the amazing mind of this zreat Master-Fancier One of these days
I may take more extracts and publish them in a separate volume. In
the meantime, I trust the foregoing will prove of interest to Gurnay and
Fred Shaw enthusiasts of whose great numbers, here and overseas, I am
well aware—" SW.E.B."
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