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Chateau of Monsieur Renier Gumay, 61 Rue aux Laines, Verviers, Belgium,
where Germans were billeted during the occupation and where 1 spent so many
happy, enjoyable and instructive hours with * The Emperor ™, as Gits described
him. Even this ample-sized chateau was insufficient to contain the colossal
accumulation of cups, trophies, paintings and 1the many thousands of special and
more material prizes gained by M. Gumay during his vears of winning.




CHAPTER VI,
THE WORLD'S GREATEST WINNING STRAIN

ET us try to trace the origin, so far as available records permit, of

this *world’s greatest strain™, founded and raced over a period of

30 years by M. Renier Gurnay, of Verviers, Belgium (1886 to 1936).
To do this we must go back to the time when that immortal figure, Alexandre
Hansenne, of Verviers, founded his particular strain on the bronzes. blues
and whites of Dedoyard. Guilisson and Bonjean, and achieved those great
records that became familiar to fanciers all over the world. Hansenne stood
as a giant in his day, head and shoulders above his colleagues who, even
then, were numbered as the coterie of the greatest centre of pigeon racing
—Belgium.

The racing records of Hansenne were thought to be beyond compare
and so great that no man would excel them. Ewvents proved that it was
to be the pupil of Hansenne, Renier Gurnay, who in due time would not
only outstrip Hansenne but build up a record of pigeon racing that has
stood until this day almost unchallenged by fanciers in any other land.

In the days before the advent of clocks (the automatic pigeon timers
we use today), and at a time when Hansenne was at the very peak of his
successful career. it was Gurnay, the fleetest in the district, who performed
for him the old-style “running in ™ That is to say that young Gurnay
“ran in” to club headquarters with the bird (latterly the rubher ring
attached to its leg) first arriving 2t Hansenne's loft from the races. As each
member was alloted so much time for running over the distance from his
loft to headquarters each fancier endeavoured to engage the swiftest runner
in the district. hence voung Gurnay being enlisted by Hansenne. Nor is it
difficult for us, even at this remote period of time. to imagine Gurnay making
his all-out effort to beat the clock and gain for Hansenne those few vital
seconds off race time.

On one occasion, so eager was the great Hansenne to win a certain race,
that he promised Renier Gurnay, * If we win Ist prize this day the winning
bird shall be yours. as 2 present from me.” When the blue hen arrived,
Gurnay seized the bag containing it and sped towards headquarters at a
pace faster than he had ever run before. Nor did be run so swiftly in vain
because the blue hen was quickly announced winneflof the st prize. Gurnay
was jubilant. When the club officials confirmed that Hansenne's blue hen
had indeed won the race. Gurnay did not return to Hansenne’s loft but
went homewards with the winning blue hen. where she was placed in the
loft as another valuable addition to his growing collection of racing pigeons.
Stage by stage his stock increased until. after the death of Hansenne, he
acquired those particular birds from the master’s loft that he required to
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form the second foundation of his strain, the strain that was destined to
create wonid’s records over all distances. In course of time he became uni-
versally acknowledged as the * Champion of the Pigeon World ", and was
publicly proclaimed by the late George Gits as * The Emperor ™

Gurnay succeeded where so many others lamentably fail in producing
not only a superb racing strain but also a type of great outward beauty.
For instance, in the Bruxelles National and International Exposition (Pigeon
Show) he won Ist.®nd and 4th with three entries. In the Liége Grand
Exposition he won Ist. 2nd. 3rd and Championship with 816 competing
against him and Ist and 2nd "with 312 competing. Gurnays won laurels all
over the world in both racing and showing competitions, and one of the
former concerns the record held for many years by a Gurnay flying from
Havana to Boston, a distance of 1,363 miles. As | have never heard to the
contrary it is possible that this record siill stands.

The year in which it was my privilege and good fortune to make the
acquaintance of M. Gurnay coincided with the period when he was racing
20 cocks only, such a small team in comparison with the scale of his wins.
Outstanding in this small team were a nest pair of bronzes—" Le Gros"
and “ Le Bossu ™", nest-mates. “ Le Gros™ won Ist prize in four succes-
sive races with £1.000 prize money : 1st Montargis, 211 miles; 1st Limoges,
385 miles; lIst Perigneux, 440 miles, and 1st Chateauroux, 323 miles (note
the gradual increase in distance with its subsequent and ultimate reduction).
“Le Bossu™ won £2000 in four seasons racing and was incidentally
presented to me later, to live in well-carned retirement at * The Grange .
where he was photographed at the age of 11 years. Since the various pecu-
liarities of different racers may be of passing interest 1 shall. from time to
time, describe a few of my experiences. “ Le Bossu ", for instance, derived
his name (* Hunchback ™) from his habit of perching with slightly hunched
back, resting, and such odd habits as the slow opening and closing of his
eves, with an occasional * yawn ", were signs. among others, that money
placed on the pools and doublages would not be wasted.

Through the vears difficulties have always been experienced of giving
English-speaking fanciers a true conception of the value of prize money
when figures have been quoted in francs—a currency which has varied in
sterling from 25 Belgian francs to the £1 to 176 Belgian francs to the £1.
The rate that applies at the time of the quotation must always be borne in
mind when trying to assess the actual sterling value of winnings stated
in francs.

For instance. the great “ Champion Millicnaire ™ won nearly a million
francs during his racine carzer for M. Gurnay. and if we moderately assume,
for the purpose of calculation, that the amount of winnings was, in fact.
750,000 francs. this ficure to a Beleian would still appear to be £30.000,
whereas if the figure were calculated on today’s rate of exchange (approxi-
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mately 175 francs to the £1) it would represent only £4.500, or thereabouts,
of our money.

A son of * Le Gros " sired the blue cock * Bon Bleu ", who competed in
nine races and in each of them he was the first bird with considerable prize
money. This cock was bought in 1921 for £120. At that time it was actually
recorded in my Stock List as £100, but during my next visit to M. Gurnay
he pointed out to me an error of conversion from francs to sterling and
the balance of £20 was settled forthwith without argument. Another instance
of the variations that can arise when converting francs to sterling.

The dam of * Bon Bleu " was a blue hen later named * Old Vielle Bleue
Hen ", and the illustration presented in this book was taken when she was
15 years of age. after having been presented to me by M. Gurnay, for
whom, in a period of seven vears. her progeny won over £45,000. During
her retirement at * The Grange " she was never averse to amorous attention,
even at the age of 20 years, although her eges were not considered worth
hatching.

The son * Bon Bleu ™, with its achievement of Ist bird. winning nine
prizes in each of its races (nine races) to the champion loft, would in this
country have had devoted to it a full page of listed pedigree. This did not
happen with M. Gurnay. with whom such performances were sufficient
pedigree in themselves when the breeding foundations were those of Gurnay
and Hansenne. On this subject T am completely in sympathy with M. Gurnay.
Racing pigeons that win are far preferable to those whose only distinction
is dependent on copious paper pedigrezs: time devoted to breeding “on
paper ™ can more profitably be employed on individual attention to the
condition of the birds.

“Bon Bleu™ was eventually mated to a dark chequer hen * Record ™
{though the latter hen arrived at * The Grange ™ before “ Bon Bleu ™) and
bred “ Bronze Favourite™ (or * Favori™ as he was called by M, Gurnay),
winner of 1st Grand Nationa! Anegouléme by over half an hour, with 1,643
birds competing. His brother * Cigarette ™ (a name bestowed on the bird
by myself by reason of its dark blue colour) was 12th in the same race.
*“Bon Bleu ™ was the third cock to win the Grand National by over half
an hour, and this was followed by vet another, in a hard north wind race.

When it is realised that the only * cross ™ 1 can recall M. Gurnay having
used in 22 vears was from Paul Verhoye, after he had wyon 1st. 2nd and 3rd
in the Grand National, it can perhaps be more readily appreciated why the
Gurnay strain won 1st, 2nd. 3rd and 4th all premier velocities in the premier
club of England—the M.F.C. of 200/250 members. Incidentally, the Verviers
Club, of which M. Gurnay was champion for 30 or more successive years,
was also composed of 250 members. but in contrast to the MF.C. with its
four sections. the Verviers was not sectionised. Such an anomaly as securing
all premier positions without one penny resulting in prize money would not
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have obtained in the Verviers Club—a fact which further illustrates the
opposing ideology of the two clubs on the whole subject of * Racing for
Prizes ™. It was during the weeks following his Ist, 12th and 38th success
in the Grand National Angouléme (with only four entries) that M. Gurnay
sent two cocks. * Bon Vierzon™ and * Leon ™, to the National Vierzon and,
with these two entries only, zained st and 2nd prizes. thus completing the
two Ists in National races within eizht days. with £4.000 prize money, as
previously recalled. n Vierzon ™ was the later name of “ Young Bossu ™,
as Gurnay understood French and not English

The sires of both these National 1st prize winners were brought to * The
Grange " lofts at a later date, where they sired innumerable 1st prize winners
to my lofts at 10. 11. 12 and 13 vears of age. M. Gumnay considered
* Angouléme " a truly “unique ™ pigeon. whether as racer, breeder or for
exhibition. and this bird represents * perfection ™. in my opinion, for shape,
feather. eyes. character, intelligence—in fact. in all respects.

To accurately assess the total amount of M. Gurnay's monetary gains
would be an impossible proposition suffice to acknowledge it greatly exceeded
any figure ever accrued from this sport. To establish some idea of the figure
involved, let us consider one period of ten vears which netted 4,000 prizes.
an average of 400 prizes per vear. which, with modest calculation, would
represent £4.000 per annum (though the most successful season 1 remember
brought him in £9.400). or, in terms of the last 30 years of his racing, a total
of £120000. Quite apart from this figure were presentations. in their
thousands. of gold medals larger than English five-shilling pieces. gold clocks
and watches, etc. I had occasion once to view two cabinet drawers completely
filled with these go'den testimonies. Numerous. too. were presentations of
oil-paintings of his winners. baskets of flowers. and countless articles of more
practical use which he lavishly bestowed on the needy. He was the most
generous-hearted man it has ever been my privilege to know: in my mind’s
eve I can still see him paying his pensioners every Saturday.

Once, when he entered two pigeons for the Orleans race—a dark and a
blue pied cock—winning £3.000 (75.000 francs), ard repeating this success.
though in reversed order, two weeks later. the safe in which the winnings
were deposited was literally bursting. The Verviers and Liége Province is.
of course, famed for its mammoth pools and doublages. in which each fancier
only engages one bird, or at the most two birds. thus one pigeon can carry
as much as £840 in 60 pools and doublages. In races from St
Vincent. Spain, entering four birds and winning four prizes and doublages
in the Pepinster. Liége. Tirlment and Verviers clubs. as much as £1,300
has been wagered on three pigeons.

Regarding the race-point of St. Vincent in Spain. M. Gurnay’s “ St
Vincent ™ (born in 1927} only finished racing in 1936 and during those nine
scasons flew races of 450 to 560 miles 22 times and was only once “out ™
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of the prize list. In his last racing season, 1936, when nine years old, he
finished 20th St. Vincent and 12th Santander. The various race-points were
Libourne, 5t. Vincent. San Sebastian and Satander. This bird was a son of
“Fred ", a blue cock who won 1st National Limoges and £1.800, and was
so-called by my having selected him the previous year as a potential champion.
This recalls the pleasure I derived sitting alone in the various lofts, studying
the birds and making comparisons with my own birds 2t home.

37



THE GREAT " BON BLEL.™
Nine races only (then War), First bird nine times to a champion loft—big money prizes
each time. Sire a son of “ Le Gros ", four firsts in four successive races. Dam the old “ Blue
Hen™, “ Bon Bleu ™ mated to “ Record ™ bred * Bronze Favorite ™, 1st Grand National, 1,643
competing, winning by half an hour. *Bon Bleu™ at nine years of age bought for £120,
the highest price I ever paid for one bird. Photo taken when 10 vears old. Sired me Ist
prize winners when 14 vears of age. 3rd Federation, 2,949 competing. “ Bon Bleu ™ and
“Record * considered to be the greatest stock paiv ever. Parents of so many winners all
parts of the world.
I8




“ RECORD."

Dark cheq. hen.

test stock pair. ¥ Record ™ is granddaughter of * Petite Ecaille Vierzon ™.
ughters, mated to a son of “ Bronze Favorite 1st Grand WNational,
" Gr winners generation after generation from

Hen of the world’s grea
Another of his grandd

bred the ace of aces- Fonce Angouléme ™, i
“Bon Bleu™ and “ Petite Ecaille Vierzon ", between them 25 races—never out of big money
prizes. ¥ The Great Bon Bleu™ and “ Record " bred champions for all parts of the world,
including “ Bronze Favorite™, lst Grand National, 1,643 competing, and grandparents of
the ace of aces, * Fonce Angouléme ", £2,400 in pools in this one race.
3Q



“ ANGOULEME.™

Blue cheq. cock.
Unique as a racer, breeder and exhibition bird. Won many prizes. including 1st in £40 pool
in Mational. Nest-mate to * Petite Ecaille Vierzon ™, £1,600 in 16 races and brother to
“The Masterpiece ™. ™ Angouléme ™, at * The Grange™ Lofrs, sired lst prize winners at
9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 years of age—his grandson sired “ Young Hawk ”. This bird represents
my ideal in every detail for racing, breeding and exhibition.
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“PETITE ECAILLE VIERZON." .
“ Litile Cheq. Vierzon ™. Blue cheq. cock.
Greatest pre-1914 War racer M. Gumay ever had. 16 races—I16 prizes—£1,600, including
Ist Vierzon—never out of big money. Nest-mate to * Angouléme ", unique as racer, breeder
and exposition, also to “ The Masterpiece ™. All three brothers sired many lst prize winners
to *“ The Grange” lofts and all over the world, including * Champion Apollo ™, * Champion
Repeater . “ Seven Firsts ™, etc., etc. His granddaughter is dam of “ Bronze Favorite ™, 15t
Grand Mational by half an hour, 1,643 competing, Another granddaughter is dam of the ace
of aces, “ Fonce Angouléme ™, 1st Angouleme by half an hour; pool wins, £2,100,
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“ THE MASTERPIECE.”
Blue cheq. W/F cock.
Brother to * Petite Ecaille Vierzon ™ and his nest-mate, “ Angoul®me ', “ The Masterpiece " is
sire of “ Champion Repeater ™. All three brothers sired nv 1st prize winners to “ The
Grange " Lofts. “ The Masterpiece ™ is similar in colour. ete., to * Ecaille Plume Blanche ™,
the great winner and breeder
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“ REAL EXCELLENCE.™
Blue cheq. hen.
One of * The Grange " stock hens, Sire, * Bronze Excellence ™, the unbeatable, never beaten
champion. Dam is daughter of “ The Masterpiece ™, brother to * Petite Ecaille Vierzon ™ and
“ Angouléme . * The Masterpiece ™ sirad many winners, including * Champion Repeater ”,
three 1sts =ame season from 86 miles to 529 miles.
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“BRONZE EXCELLENCE.”
Bronze cock.
tions ™ and described as “ unbeatable ™. Bred from a brother
wrted 1o “ The Grang Lofts—grandsire of * Quality ™, 1st
Stockport Federation, N.E. wind, who sired “ Champion Best Quality ”, which won lsts at
all distances, including 1st with 2,011 competing, and hundreds of 1sts in pools.
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CHarTer VIL
A FEW CHAMPIONS

MONG the many Gurnay champions was * Hlustrious Raye ™, who won

Ist prize in 135 difierent races for M, Gurnay, This was one of the few

mealy cocks which M. Gurnay raced, another of this colour being * Bon
Raye ", winner of st San Scbastizn, Spain So prolific in the breeding of
champions was this world’s greatest winning strain that Gurnay could afford
each year to export his champions. together with a suitable hen to mate. to
the US.A. at a thousand dollars (approximately £192) per pair, as well as
sending birds to other countries. This inciuded the champions that were
imported to my lofts at * The Grange ", where opportunity to purchase these
or their progeny was afforded to all. There was bul one stipulation to M.
Gurnay’s exportations, viz, that no bird once imported could be re-exported
to Belgium.

In addition to winning 400 prizes cach year the Gurnays carried off
most of the great cups which were open to competition, and in some instances
he gave names to the birds which were significant of their achievements, for
example, * Vieux Coupe ™ (old Cup). * Jeune Coupe ™ (Young Cup). It was.
in fact. M. Gurnay’s method, simple in itself, to name his birds expressive of
their exceptional successes or their particular attributes, ete.. and among his
innumerable champions thus named may be mentioned *Le Bossu™
(* Hunchback ™). ** Le Gros ™ (* The Big 7). ** Petite Ecaille Vierzon ™ (* Little
Chequer Vierzon ™), and his nestmate * Angouléme ™ after his winning the
£40 pool from this race-point. Others were “ La Cigarette ™ (a dark blue),
*“Favori ™ (favourite) and Ist Grand National * Bariole ™ (picd). 1st National
*“Petit Bleu ™, Ist National Limoges, £1,800, * Fred ™ (a blue. named after
the writer), then *“Poule des As™, “Orleans ™. “Roi™., “Beau"”. *Le
Velour ¥, “ Le Hardy ™, * Le Criguet . all indicative of one special feature
or another.

It can readily be seen that. with 4.000 prizes in 10 vears. how impossible
it is to mention even a fractional part of 30 years' winnings as champion.

There were so many other champions that only a few can be mentioned
here, but of those included in his Sale List of 1936, the following three
champions are worthy of special noie : * Ecailly Plume Blanches ™ (blue
chequer with white flights). a great winner and a sire of winners and for which
was offered a record price, although it was not accepted. This cock was bred
from * Bragard ™—a bird which M. Gurnay had presented to M, Bragard
and a colossal prize-winner. He was brother of “ Fonce Angouléme ™, winner
of Ist Angouléme by half an hour. and later M. Gurnay bought him back
to join * Fonce Angouléme ", the * Ace of Aces™. 44 descendants of whom
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were included in the Sale List. All these were descended from the three
different Ist prize winners in the Grand Nationals by over half an hour.
thus demonstrating very conclusvely. year by year for 50 years, the amazing
superiority of this strain.

In addition to * Ecaille Plume Blanche ™ and * Fonce Angouléme ",
there was the third of these champions—" Le Colpart Millionaire "—winner
of ‘nearly a million francs (sixteen of his descendanis were offered in the
Final Sale), and fromk Limoges alone one of his prizes was £3.000. Reverting
again to the “ names " of champions. Madame Gurnay always had one of
the birds as her favourite and invariably selected one with white wings—
* Bariole "—and as * Joli ™ means pretty and gay her favourite was named
“Joli de Madame .

It is very necessary when studying the pedigrees of the Gurnavs to
remember the foregoing and make a distinction between “ Bon Joli de
Madame ™ born 1922, No. 302707), who was described by M. Gurnay as
“unigque as racer and breeder . and the dark chequer white flighted bird
born in 1931 (1044352), also named “ Joli de Madame ", who was known
all over the world for his wins for Madame Gurnay, her “ pin money *, His
sire won Ist prize in seven different races and descended from “ Cigarette
Bleu ™, 12th Grand National. Madame Gurnay always selected a pied so
that she could easily recognise her fancy. Descendants from the three great
winners—" Fonce Angouléme ”, * Ecaille Plume Blanches ™, and * Colpart
Millionaire "—are to be found today in my * Ridgcroft * Bramhall lofts along
with descendants of * Champion Apollo ™. * Champion Picture ”, * Champion
Repeater ™, * Champion Best Quality "—characteristics of these and other
Gurnay racers will be noted later.

It may be noticed that hens are seldom mentioned by Gurnay except as
* productrice ™ (breeder) because hens were not raced, but it will be readily
understood by all fanciers that hens play a very important part in the breeding
of champions, aces. year after year. for 50 years. and when, as obtained at
*“ The Grange ™, one loft actually breeds and races an average of nine new
individual st prize winners each year. If you have the gift of * selection ™
with previous experience of selecting daushters of champions to mate to
champions it becomes casy for one to breed further champions. not singly, but
in abundance. The first essential is to get the “ sure foundation ™ in actuality,
not merely from pigeons with nothing more than paper pedigrees to recom-
mend them. Then you may be in the position of which M. Gumay was
speaking when he mentioned only the Aces of Aces and seldom remembered
such birds as * Bon Vierzon ™ and *“Leon ™. 1st and 2nd National Vierzon
with only two entries: they helpsd to win £4.000 in eight days, but there
was nothing outstanding about that, quite a natural result to the world's
greatest racer. He several times told me that T was a better racer of his birds
than himself and was quite serious when making this remark. But even if |
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A FEW CHAMPIONS

was “a good pupil ", yet his was the credit. because * fanciers don’t fly *
—it is the pigeon that does the “graft ", and I always smile when 1 see

fanciers’ advertisements stating * 1 won lst this and that , . .”

TransLATED CoPy 0F A LETTER FROM RENIER GURNAY TO FRED SHAW.

September 2nd, 1922,
My Dear Friend Fred,

I duly received your letter and am glad that your pigeons are
moulting well, this is a very important poini.

I have been waiting for the particulars from the Secretary, hence
delay in sending vou the result of the year's racing. Perhaps it will suffice
for you to know that 1 have done all the racing this season with 25 birds,
of which four are 4-vear-olds, two are 3-vear-olds, five are 2-vear-olds
and 14 yearlings.

I have won in the club races about 130 prizes, but certainly more
than 2,000 prizes in the doublages, including a quantity of 1sts, and in
all sincerity you can assess the amount of prizes for the yvear at more
than 235,000 francs (£9.400). It is the greatest record that anyone has
ever atiained.

Please accept, dear friend, my very sincere greetings,

RENIER.

PS5 —In addition, there are two or three races not included in the
above.,

— -
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CuarTer VIIIL
PARTICULARS OF THE LAYOUT OF M. GURNAY'S LOFTS

T will be seen from the illustration of M. Gurnay’s loft that it was situated

on the third floor of the building and that it was divided into six

compartents. with one window and one opening for the birds to each
of these. Windows and openings were fitted with roller blinds., operated
inside from the corridor which ran the full length of the loft. Thus, from
the rear, the blinds were closed when the bird had dropped through the
opening and was passing the shutter, bringing about partial darkness. in
which the bird cou'd be casily taken up for timing.

The loft on the extreme left was used to house the separated mates of
the racers; the next compartment was used for storing food: then came
the compartment for 20 cocks, racers; the fourth was reserved for vearlings:
the fifth for stock birds—mostly old racers: the sixth and last for youngsters,
Each loft communicated by a door, so that more space could bz made
available as and when required, :

The *look-out ™ is on the extreme richt. and from here one obfains a
wonderful view of the hills and the country around Verviers. which is the
wool town of Belgium. as Bradford is to England. The river has an abundance
of clear water for wool-washing, hence M. Gurnay’s descriptive address at
61 Rue Aux Laines. Verviers. The illustration gives one a good idea of
the home of M. Gurnay in which, during a period of 18 years, | spznt so
many happy and interesting hours. Previously, he lived at Rue Tranchee.
where [ first made his acquaintance in 1912, Little did 1T imagine then that
he was destined to become my great tutor in pigeon racing and, ultimately.
the best friend I ever had.

On race days friends came to sit around the lawn and gardens in front
of the loft and partake of the unlimited bounty of Madame Gurnay, who
for ever ministered so perfectly to evervone’s requirements of food and drink.
On these occasions there was nothing in the way of delectable edibles which
was overlooked. whilst for liguid refreshment appeared a plentitude of wines.
Never, until then, had 1 realised there existed such a variety. and amidst
stch a gathering of a dozen or more pigeon fanciers. indulging in the good
things of life and presided over by a lady of suchgamiable and sweet nature,
no one could help but find complete happiness. and in these times of
* austerity " these tender recollections seem rather to belong to a dream than
actual reality.

When it is remembered that M. Gurnay was, in his time. a champion
athlete. endowed with vnlimited energy which drove him unrelentingly about
his tasks. it can be realised that as he became older he was troubled with
his heart and the two flights of staire which he perforce had to mount in the
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loft every time he wished to see his birds (and this was frequently) became a
formidable operation, and he was thus forced to rely to a considerable extent
on his loftman, Joseph Georges. It would have greatly improved matters if.
as 1 suggested, M. Gumay had installed an electric lift to the loft floor.
However. eventually, and with extreme reluctance, he accepted his doctor’s
express orders never to mount the stairs again, and so, in 1936, at Christmas-
time. his birds were sold and ultimately distributed to all parts of the world.

He had been championfor 50 years and in 1938, when 1 was with him.
I realised it might well be for the last time. And so it transpired. He passed
away and the world became poorer hy the loss of one of its most generous
sportsmen. His death was followed, early in the Second World War. by that
of Madame Pauline Gurnay, and never again was I to enjoy their warm
hospitality, but some day Renier and 1 shall meet again—meantime, happy.
happy memories. More bad news was to follow,

After Verviers had been liberated the faithful Joseph Georges ventured
into the country and was in the vicinity of Bastoigne when the German
General Runstedt launched his final attack at Christmas, 1944, Unfortunately.
during the subsequent bombardment. Joseph, his wife and daughter. together
with another couple. all sought shelter in a dug-out : after three or four
days with snow 2 feet deep on the ground, and without food or drink being
accessible to them owing to the constant rain of bursting shells, Joseph’s
wife spoke to him but received no reply. It was then in darkness. but when
morning broke Mme. Georges discovered she was covered in frozen blood
and beside her. headless. rested her Joseph. Finally, the bombardment ceased
and they were able to get away, to return two weeks later in search of Joseph.
They found him as they had left him. pztrified it seemed. So passed another
of my friends, a victim of war, and when in future 1 arrive at the station
of Verviers, where we have business interests, Joseph will be sadly missed.
It behoves us all. when finding fault with our sport, to be thankful we have
at least been more fortunate than some others.
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CHAPTER 1X,

Extracts (translated by C. H. Shaw) from Gurnay Sale Brochure
{25th December, 1936).

PIGEONS THAT HAVE COLLECTED MONEY
IN BUCKETS FULL

GOOD Prize List is not all that difficult to realize. let me explain.
First it is necessary to consider several things, of which the two most
important are :

(1) The district in which one flies.

(2} The number of pigeons one possesses.

Now M. Gurnay has always competed in Verviers or in other important
clubs in the province and the country, anywhere where there were big stakes
to be won. These three words—Verviers, Liége and National—represent
districts which are particularly eminent in the pigeon-racing world and where
the progress—whether as to the value of the pigeons, the art of racing or
management—is at its zenith. The finer points of pigeon racing are in these
districts carried to the extreme, and to shine in this quarter is also to shine
in Belgivm. Indeed. 1 have no fear in stating that to be a Champion in this
centre of the sport means to say no other strain, even in the world, is equal
to the Champion's.

The Gurnay strain have a past loadsd with glory, but they have still a
present which is equally glorious, Now M. Gurnay has never possessed a
mass of pigeons able to produce an equal mass of prizes. The framework
of his team was constantly and automatically rejuvenated by severe selection:
he has never devoted any time caring for a sick bird. As soon as a bird
appeared less lively or attractive than the others it was put under observation
for one day, not two days—if it continued to have the appearance of a sick
bird. it was killed off forthwith. M. Gurnay possessed a guiding principal : a
pigeon in his loft cou!d perhaps be indisposed by indigestion, it must not.
however, be sick or tired. The true racing pigeon must always be fit and
any other point of view was not worthy of consideration, an emphatic principal
which immediately limits all danger of contamination and only allowed him
to retain pigeons which paid, but a principle, Tevertheless, which could only
perhaps be employed where one can enter anv competition whatsoever and
be able to enter a winner. and a winner. for example. which in one sole race
won, with one prize, almost 100,000 francs (£4.000).

The following is a cutting of an article which has been found. but which.
unfortunately, bears no indication of the journal in which it appeared, nor
the name of the author—if it is ever read by the author or editor, perhaps
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he would acknowledge same. However, his words are surely true and the
article entitled :

IN THE COUNTRY OF DOUBLAGES
THE FANCIER GURMNAY

“Liége and Verviers are the two centres in Belgium where
“doublages * are mo%t in vogue and where pigeon racing has attained
an importance cqual to horse-racing. In provincial contests the
doublages are allowed 60 times and rise to 21,000 francs (£840) per
pigeon. Each competitor only entering one or two birds in the pink
of condition.

“ It is from such company M. Renier Gurnay evolves and so dis-
tinguishes himself—for 25 years he has been at the head of the
Champions, perhaps | ought to say 40 years, as when he was quite
young he received a pigeon from Rhull himself. from which he still
possesses some excellent progeny, whose prowess lives in the memory
of old fanciers.

* Each year he fimishes the season with 150 to 200 prizes (Note :
Since this article was written he has progressed even further—
N.D.LiR.}, and what prizes ! At St Vincent this year to Liége he
entered four birds and won four prizes. At Limoges., en double with
Pepinster. Liége. Tirlemont and Wandre. he entered three pigeons for
36,000 francs (£1.444). He captured two big prizes, with Ist in all pools
with more than 3.000 competitors. A fortnight previously, from La
Souterraine, with 3,502 competitors. to Liége, he was 9th and 1st in all
pools—just two races bringing in 130.000 francs (£5.222)."

What happiness, what glory for he who takes unto himself such birds,
what * flowers ™ would the purchaser add to his loft !

With such reputed stock one can easily understand that M. Gurnay
was always the focal point of fanciers, whether German, Hungarian, English.
American or Japanese. With enticing offers before him of 10.000. 15000,
18000 and up to 24000 francs for one bird (£400 to £960). what was it
which would not allow him to be tempted ? However, only three, four, or
sometimes a dozen birds (champions). but never more. went outside the
frontiers in the same year. but what specimens ! M. Gurnay was not poor.
At the head of a prosperous business. and realizing certain vears up to
200,000 francs (£8,000) profit from his pigeons, he refrained from selling
and so exhausting his loft—he was far too shrewd for that.

If ever he allowed to depart from his loft, for a price often greater than
its weight in gold. a racer and supreme producer. a pearl. he would only
do so with full knowledge. and at the time of such sale of one of his best
specimens he was assured that he still possessed enough of them to ensure
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continuity of the strain, and particularly the continuity of success, two
elements which were to him inseparable.

As a business-man he knew that the surest way to keep a client was to
serve him well. To look at an ordinary specimen and to be tempted by
alluring offers to sell—would not that be to risk drying up to the source ?
" M. Gurnay has kept strictly to this path. he has never deviated. and these
restricted sales were made in confidence without the buyer even seeing them,
and, as in the years following. such purchases were renewed. satisfaction
must have been given.

In M. Gurnay’s loft one will not find a medium or moderate bird, or even
a good bird, one will only find VERY GOOD ones. as he never kept any
except pood ones. This sale is sudden. unexpected. decided by the medical
faculty. and at a time when rearing is not possible. there can only be sold
therefore those birds which M. Gurnay would have saved for himself. That,
.im:ﬂpcctix-c of all other considerations, is the supreme recommendation,

TropHiEs BY THE THoUsAND-—A FORTUNE IN TROPHIES ALONE

I was miguided enough once to enqguire if M. Gurnay had acquired
many trophies and prizes of honour with s birds, To my naive question,
M. Gurnay, his wife and fricnds present were rocked with quiet laughter.
Trophics 7—by their thousands have they been stored up by the Gurnay
pigeons. If the great Champion has saved them all his villa would be too
small to house them. Nothing but trophies, awards and gifts gained by the
Gurnays worth hundreds of thousands of francs themselves. Diplomas,
diplomas—boxes full of them; medals—medals in bronze, in silver, in gold;
gold timekeepers, watches. vases, cups. houschold goods. boxes of cigars.
wines, hams. even bicyeles and arms and thousand-franc prizes of honour,
Mo one in the world of fanciers has achieved such success as M. Gurnay,
no one in his entire lifetime has acquired so many trophies.

Here is a typical occasion amongst many. In May. 1936. in the big
charity competition of the powerful “ Union of Verviers ”. M. Gurnay entered
all his racing cocks. or, at least. nearly all, for. as is known, this fancier is a
big-hearted man. The course was hard—a north wind, but the * aces ™ in the
lofts of Rux aux Laines were not worried over so little—they lead out in
file. It was marvellous. After the 24th was clocked he-stopped them, thinking
the competition finished and the harvest sufficient. But he won 24 prizes, with
the last bird clocked classed 300th—he had left behind him saill 100 prizes
almost, for had he not stopped releasing he would have collected 40 prizes, and
therefore 40 “ dons ™, as he already had 24. However, “ Wasn't it enough ?
—he can at least leave something for the others.”

THE GURNAYS WILL BE FIRST IN THE MARKET

For many years hence the pigeons of M. Gurnay will be foremost in the
market of pigeon fanciers. If the pigeons which will be bidded for at the
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sule ARE Gurnays, they were Hansennes. pigeons of such renowned fame
They still remain Hansennes. reared in pure strain but considerably improved
and perfected. A precious strain, a secular and indestructible strain which
has been bred with the labour of love and with ceaseless experiment to develop
the full sum of its matchless qualities. As such will they be found in the
lofts of M. Gurnay.

Whoever can breed later from a father and mother bought at the Gurnay
sale and with the further progeny particularly in mind will have an assured
future. Of course there will be costs—but is it possible to reap without
sowing ? s

It our neighbours in the East, in the Far East, if our colleagues in the
racing pigeon world over the Atlantic, over the Pacific, can claim achieve-
ments equal to our own. they owe it to the Belgian pigeons in general and
the Gurnays in particular. These foreign fanciers have been supplied from
Gurnay's loft before the Great War, and more so since. Journals in foreign
tongues are full of the exploits of birds emanating from pure Gurnays, and

with good reason they will not miss this godsend. particularly since they

realize it is the last time they will be offered to them. Everyone would like
to grace his loft and harbour at least a pair of specimens of this strain
which are now to be dispersed for ever. In Belgium it is easy to count on the
fingers those who possess pure Gurnays of guaranteed origin.

Even those who have none of this strain and who believe they have no
need of it will buy at the sale; they will purchase this on the other bird as a
precious jewel, an object of art, rare and venerable, an original testimony of
a never-to-be<forgotten strain, a strain enshrined in the annals of pigeon
racing history, both Belgian and universal,

The really big breeders, the great fanciers who are worthy of such title,
will want a last token of the fruit of a man's lifetime, of a sportsman whose
achievements have enhanced the chronicles of pigeon racing, A last homage
and admiration to him who has unconsciously attracted thousands of the
unenlightened to the Fancy as surely as the lighthouse leads to port the
sinking ship.

As with all breeds of animals, one reverts to the old sources of origin
to establish indelible characteristics, so in yeurs to come one will refer to
the pure Gurnay, an essential point of view which record lovers will not
overlook.

CHaMPION EVERYWHERE
In spite of the severe handicap of his last year (1935) which kept him
apart from his beloved pigeons, in spite of the even more severe handicap
this year during which for 15 davs M. Gurnay hovered between life and
death and, tied down to his sick bed, the old warrior still kept his cham-
pionship of Vervier Clubs, and everyone knows how much this City of Wool.
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cradle of the Fancy, harbours champions. each as clever as the other. To be
champion in Verviers, in whatever class, whatever club, is to have obtained
one’s degree in the university of pigeon racing.

In Verviers one can say it is a fight to the finish. unfortunate is “ he who
stumbles on the road,” or who is not lucky on one or even two Sundays.
for amongst these keen and highly-strung racers of Verviers that means being
out of the prize lists. M. Gurnay has not given way. he has not stumbled-
thanks to his help, his right arm of racing in these painful circumstances, to
Joseph and his old friend Jacquemain, the magnificent Gurnays who no
longer flew so often to their beloved master, again hoisted the flag of him
to whom they had become life itself. of him who had infused into their blood
the temperament of congquerors.




The racing loft at * The Grange ", Hyde, where world's records
were made by the Shaw Gumays.,
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CHAPIER X,
RACING AT " THE GRANGE ™

UCCESS in pigeon racing may be achieved in many ways, There is

no “only way ", but since so many requests have been made for me

to disclose the systems practised at * The Grange " with the Gurnays
as the subjects. 1 relate them herewith to assist, if possible, those who are
ambitious to learn the details of the Shaw-Gurnay system.

From the photograph it will be seen that the racing loft was a two-
storey building. safg from intrusion by cats because the only entrance was
by the staircase, at the top of which a door could be closed—indeed. 1t was
always closed after entry. Running the full length of the loft was a verandah.
4 feet wide, further extended in length by two * look-outs "—one at either
end of the verandah—with plain glass windows that commanded views from
Morth, East. South and West.

The main front portion of the loft was divided into two sections, each
of the same size, with a 3 feet wide dividing passage through the centre.
Each opening fto the loft had two sliding doors with thick glass extending
the full length of the door, one to move to the right and the other to the left,
constructed with ball-bearing runners for ease of movement. These glass
doors thus permitted light to enter when bad weather necessitated them being
closed, In front of the glass doors. however, were similar doors built from
laths and which could be closed when the glass doors were open. to permit
both light and air to enter the building.

Situated at the back of the loft were 20 nestboxes, in four tiers of five.
the bottom row being about nine inches clear of the floor. Each box had
# drop-perch outside. and, inside, sliding bob-wires. This enabled me to
close the box by raising the drop-perch to cover the entrance, or by drawing
“the sliding bob-wires over the entrance to the nestbox to permit a bird
entrance but not exit, There were no other perches of any kind in the loft.
After racing was finished the boxes were removed and replaced by box
perches.

I the racing season the plain glass in the doors was covered by a layer
of brown paper to exclude the light, to facilitate the catching of birds in
semi-darkness. As the weather which obtains in the racing season is usually
suitable for the use of the lath doors the brown paper was discarded after
the racing had finished : thus birds arriving from a race flew straight through
the open doors and on to their perches. and by closing the paper-covered
doors to create semi-darkness it was casy to catch the bird and clock it in
without loss of time. On one occasion and by this method three birds were
clocked in eight seconds. One had only to shout * Right™ and the loftman
would open the doors for the next arrival to pitch in.

Skvlight windows were built into the roof of the loft to further permit
the entry of light from above into the interior., which had an 8-feet ceiling
{the height could be less if desired) in which was a square hole 3 feet by
2 feet open to the roof light but covered by wire-netting to prevent the
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escape of birds through the open skylights. This opening at the same time
enabled a current of air to circulate, not from the back of the lofi, but, as
more desirable, from front to rear. On the inside of this opening was also
a sliding shutter which could be adjusted according to the required air
current, but on race days this shutter was closed from front to back within
2 inches; this permitted the ray of light from the 2-inch aperture to shine
on the perches so that the fancier could catch them, but it also tended to
prevent the bird from seeing his owner. It will be appreciated that the process
of entering, catching and clocking was a maiter of few seconds only and
never in any way was the bird frightened. So soon as the rubber ring was
removed from its leg the bird was put through the bob-wires of his own box
{on the perch of which he had becn caught) to greet his hen. He also found a
small pot containing some well-liked grains : shortly afterwards the bob-
wires would be opened to permit him his drink of water,

All birds were trained to enter direct by way of the open door and come
to rest on their own perches. No birds were allowed to go on to the roof.
and in the rare event of one ever doing so quite a shock awaited him. From
cach “look-out™ a string was attached to tennis balls (the string being
threaded through holes previously punched in the balls) and as the string
was pulled so a dozen tennis ballse would simultaneously shoot into the air.
Therefore. by first alighting on the verandah, where the other birds were
eating small stuff, the bird gradually learned to drop on his perch and also
find small grains awaiting him there. For late arrivals the doors were closed.
but birds could enter by the passage between the two lofts. passing through
bob-wires on the bottom section of the door halfway along the passage, where
food and water were to be found. Then they awaited the owner or loftman
to grant entry into the appropriate loft.

At the rear of these two front lofts was a * young bird ™ loft, running
the full length of the two racing lofts. It was 4 feet wide and had a glass
roof. Young birds would arrive and drop on to the verandah. pass along
the passage and then through the bob-wires. where they were caught and
timed in on race days.

It is known that during the first year cocks only were raced. and by
arrangement with M. Gurnay I conducted several systems of racing cocks
and hens for short, middle and long races under varous methods of feeding.
all with successes. except where other strains were tested; these were all
failures compared with the results of the strict systgm of the Gurnays. M.
Gurnay's axiom may be remembered : * From the Best I must breed Better,
as good is of no use.” ;

It is now universal knowledge that the Gurnay system was one of racing
cocks only., The Shaw-Gurnay system consisted of racing cocks and hens
on various systems, some were experimential and of which the results were
communicated to M. Gurnay for consideration and appropriate action as
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indicated by results previously mentioned. It 15 sometimes said that * The
Grange ™ Gurnays could win easily up to 450 miles. but not from Marennes,
529 miles, an observation which is quite ridiculous. Shaw-Gurnays also won
Ists in the 529-mile races, but were fed and trained principally for races
up to 450 miles. When trained for 529 miles they won 1st, 3rd and 6th,
and in one season (1924). as a test, all the available birds, including hens,
late-breds. yearlings and two-year-olds (18 in all). were sent to Marennes, 529
miles. With what result ? Beventeen homed ! The second bird (on the day)
had had only two tosses. and the pigeon lost in this toss was a yearling. Had
they been trained for this distance the results may have been more discour-
aging to other fanciers than they were, as it was with “ Champion Picture ™,
the thrice Marennes cock who, in his other races, won the £5 Single Nomina-
tion three races in succession, and *“ Champion Apollo™ £5 Double
Nomination twice in two races—all of which were in the M.F.C.

We now come to the * Gurnay System ”, It must be observed that M.
Gurnay was ever a gentleman and so. when inguisitive journalists and
fanciers confronted him with pertinent questions regarding his system. he
has been polite enough to provide them with some particulars—but never
the whole of them. Sufficient must be left for the intelligent fancier to work
out for himself and by hard work, coupled with his apt application of his
own ideas, based on the information already procured. set about achieving
success. One may also have read elsewhere that the system entails great
expense of time, etc. For my part. having first obtained the right material
with which to win, the system was simplicity itself, and for those who may
be interested and do not possess a superior system | give the main principles
of :

THE GURNAY SYSTEM.

Select 10 to 20 cocks. pair them up in the ordinary manner in the kind
of boxes already described in this book, with sliding bob-wires. and when
the youngster is ten days old take the hen away and place her in a loft out
of sight and hearing of the cocks. Exercise the cocks momning and evening,
commencing with half an hour and gradually increase to an hour. During the
rearing of the youngster and this cxercising. feed the youngsters, by hand,
with soaked beans and peas. Continue to exercise the cocks daily after the
voungsters have been reared (only one in each nest).

A fortnight before the first race (the voungster which he has been
rearing on his own, assisted by hand-feeding whilst the birds were at exercise.
will have been taken away) the time arrives for a training toss of. say, ten
miles. Confine each cock in his nest-box and, bringing the hens in a basket.
sgparately place each hen in her box to the cock and allow them to whisper
* sweet nothings ™ to each other, nothing more, whilst you watch them. then
place the cock in the training basket and repeat for each cock which is going
for a training toss. On his arrival from the toss permit the cock to enter
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thc box through the bobwires which are on each box and permit the pair
o nulige I ms desires and her demands ror about 15 nunutes, then tne
shding oob-wires are pushed on one side and tne hen taken away and
removed to her own loul, along with tne other hens, out of neanng and sight
of the cocks. lhis 1s repeated for each trauning LOss,

On actual race days. however, on the GLurnay system the cock is sent
for a traiming toss. and when he armives back to ms box he is only allowed
to merely say ** how do you do ™ to tne hen. when he is immediately taken
in hand and placed in tne pannier for the marking station. On s arrival
from the race he is again pernutted to stay with his hen, this time for
20 minutes or so, when the hen is again removed—and so for each race.

On the Shaw-Gurnay system ihe birds were mor sent to a trauning toss
on the day of basketing for a race. In this way the cock gradually works
up his strength and ability plus his desire and so achieves resuits. Some
individual birds readily adapt themselves. while others do not. In the case
of M. Gurnay, with the “cocks reserved for racing at two years™ he had
more mature birds which were betier adapted to the system than yearlings,
though those yearlings who take naturally to the system do exceptionaily
well, and probably generations of racing on this system exercises a strong
influence over such tendencies.

The Shaw-Gurnay system did not entail sending the birds to a toss on
the day of basketing. as did the Gurnay system; they had only two or
three tosses prior to their first race and no other tosses during the season.

At * The Grange ™ the birds were exercised from 6 a.m. to 7 a.m. and
in the evenings from 6 p.m. to 7 pm. During the day 1 attended business
and the loftman only opened or closed the sliding doors according to the
weather—to keep rain out or allow light and air to enter. as the case may be.

Consequently, it will be seen how simple is the system, as the birds are
ready moming and evening to “do their stufl ™ by racing here and there
“on their own™ instcad of the * hobby-horse ™ round and round exercise
which 1 dislike. though with which some fanciers secure wins. From the
type of exercise 1 term * flying on his own—for the sheer joy of it™ one
may by observation more easily detect and select the pool bird. a fact which
is evidenced by winning lIst Premier Velocity (equal to 1st Federation)
with the bird which was pooled through in five times out of ten, in the
premier club of England. 1

We must, however. trace back this method of “flying on his own ™
exercise. Firstly, 50 years of selection of “ Befter from Best™ and at * The
Grange ™ lofts a system of flying young birds, The young birds were * told ™
what was expected of them and, after the fashion of the Set, Major, were
shown a cane. which was rapped against the wooden sides of the loft. when
necessary, before they were released through a large sliding window,
extracting any voungsters who were either incapable or undesirous of “ doing
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their stuff ”, the remainder gradually increased the latitude of their morning
stroll to four and a haif hours’ exercise, roaming the countryside, who knows
how far, and being so fast in their fiying that they were never led astray, as,
in racing, they learned to keep in the front, well ahead and never to be
led by others—always * The Leaders ™. Then, on their re-entry into the loft,
they would immediately on passing the bob-wires find small seed and then the
food boxes, where they could eat to their hearts’ content, drink, and find their
own perch in the sun, e down and rest the remainder of the day and night
without disturbance until they received their orders the next moring at 7 a.m.

It does not require a great-amount of imagination to appreciate that
this four and a half hours of real fast flying, seeing the countryside over
a wide area. does much for the development of the frame, muscles, brain
and eye, added to which is the benefit derived from resting. with the sun's
rays shining on them—possibly with ultra-violet rays.

With such good material. so well developed, when vearlings or more
preferably as two-year-olds, success in winning Ist prizes is facilitated, and
at “The Grange ™ lofts, only in exceptional cases were 2nd or lower prizes
counted or taken into consideration. When one has had an average of nine
entirely new Ist prize winners each season, season after season, there must
be a great amount of importance attached to the development of youngsters.
Incidentally. it should be noted, young birds went out only once per day.
one strenuous exercise followed by 19 hours of complete rest.

Thus was all food thoroughly digested and the bird strong and light—
then away over the Pennine Chain of hills, and far away. Little wonder
they know their way home, quickly. Of course. every fancier must know
that strain, constitution, selection of parents who * hit™ perfect health on
mating. constant incubation and sound rearing are pre-cssentials, but the
system described is suitable for lofts where there is a loftman or not; the
wife of a working man could no doubt be relied upon to inform her husband
of the time of return of the youngsters, and all other duties can be performed
in the normal spare time of the fancier,

The Gurnay system produces individual birds so well developed. with
such reserves of strength, to win lst Nationals several times by half an
hour in advance, especially in hard north winds, or wonderful lasting qualities.
as instanced by M. Gurnay's famous * 5t. Vincent "—three and four races
each season of 450 to 560 miles for ecight vears (up to nine years of age), only
once missing a prize in 22 races.

Although one can remember all the foregoing attributes to success the
vitally important factor of food must be constantly considered (the present
stringency in food supplies for racing pizeons must be ignored in this general
obeervation). for it is this corn. etc., which enables a bird to fly at a speed
of 35 miles an hour for fifteen hours, without bit or drink. a feat of endur-
ance unegualled by any other living thing in the world.
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Plan of the loft at * The Grange "™ where the world’s records were made and where fanciers

with cameras, binoculars, etc., enjoyed themselves seeing the “ New Era™ in racing pigeons.

Cocks only on the Gumay System average nine new lst prize winners each vear, over fifty

different individual biids winmng lsts, and many real champions never having this distinction
through other super-speedy loft-mates beating them.



SHAWS ‘GURNAYS”

Group of seven cock pigeons. Gurnays, racing on the Gumay Svstem in their first
season in England at " The Grange™ lofts, Hyde won 10 lsts in 11 races, including
Ist, 1st and 2nd, lst, 2nd and 3rd, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th, with thousands of competitors
“ Painting " “ Favorite "
“Blue and White " * Quality “New Em™
* Little Favorite ™ “Grand Blue”
First race—Ist, 3rd and Bth. First time to water's edge—Ist and 2nd. First time over
water (278 miles}—1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th. 1,000 competing. First time to France—Ils:
and 2nd, 1st Steckport Federation, 1,380 competing, etc.
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Plan showing the details of racing loft at “ The Grange ”.
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“ CHAMPION APOLLO.”
Blue cheq. cock.
Unique as a racer and sire of winners. Won hundreds of pools, and won lsts at all distances
in the Premier Club of England, the Manchester Flying Club (250 members), including 1st
Bath, lst Bournemouth, lst Guernsey, amain lst Bournemouth by 56 wvards per minute,
north-east wind, One of the four great aces racing to * The Grange ™ lofts. Son of ™ Petite
Ecaille Vierzon™. £1,600 In 16 races, ncv out of monev, including lst Vierron. Best
pre-1914 War racer Gurnay ever had, grandsire of “ Bronze Favorite™. lst Grand Mational,
by halfi an hour, 1,643 competing. * Champion ."'l.;'nrllu " and * Champion Picture” were
withdrawn from racing by request. They killed the Stockport 5.C. Club stonz dead, likewise
the pooling in the Manchester F.C., * Champion Apollo”, sire of “ Aladdin ", 2nd Nantes
(450 miles), Manchester F.C., 21l Sections, beaten by one vard—also of “ Dandv ™, Znd
Marennes (529 miles), etc., etc., 6th Manchester F.C., 19th Great NMorthern, £22.
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“CHAMPION FICTURE."
Blue cheq. cock.
A pigeon in a million. Won Istzs in Manchester F.C., Worcester, Bournemouth, Bourne-
moith again, Guemsey. Flown Marennes three times. Won £5 Single Nomination three
races in succession from vanous distances; hundreds of lIsts in pools, etc. Nest-mate to
* Pamting ", also g.g.grandsire of lst prize winners to “ The Grange ™ lofis, along with

“ Champion Apollo ", smashed the Stockport Social Circle Club. Sire a son of “ Vieux Raye ™

old mealy), big winner, dam a daughter of the “0Old Blue Hen ", * Champion Picture™

was the most intellipent pigeon [ had. He knew everything. Won plenty of prizes in other

clubs. Withdrawn with * Champion Apollo™ by request, after smashing the Stockport Social
Circle Club

i 1]



Y CHAMPION PICTURE.™

“TABLEAU " (dark cock). “¥ITALITY " (bronze

cock).

Group of three generations of 15t prize winoers in one season. " Champioa Picture ", sire of " Tableau ™,
lst prize winning birds in five generations, “ Energy ’, son of

§ sire of * Vitality ™, part of four
“ Witality ¥, siring * Derby Winner ", 1lst in Derby race.
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