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shell. During breeding and racing a mixture of peds and maize with a few
groats for a tit-bit. I never give any seeds and 1 did not use beans: I am now
writing of feeding the birds before thé wat when one could obtain anything.
My birds did not like beans but they liked maize and- peas and grow good
feather and keep in good condition for the longer races. :
In training my birds I like to go steady with them -as young birds, selecting
some of the likeliest after the first race of about 60 ‘miles, stopping the
majority at 150 miles. Orphans. are flown right ‘out or destroyed.  As
yearlings. I stop some at 250 miles, others I like to send up to 400 miles.
Those which do the 400 miles I send on to 500 as tworyear-olds then after
that they go to 585 or longer distances, In selecting my birds for the long
races 1 assign to certain races, maybe Rennes, Marennes o San: Sebastian, but
I only mark them out for one cross-Channel race. - 1-do:not select ‘a bird for,
say, San Sebastian' or Marennes then send it -2 shorter cross-Channel race
for training. Allits training is done up to Bournemonth (250 miles), then
the candidate is jumped into whichever.race it has been set out for. If birds
which fly the short cross-Channel races have an' easy race-l send them to
Marennes, if in. condition.  From 1930 my birds were: trained: privately,
doing no club racing at all, then I entered them in‘the many -open races for
the longer distances: My Barcelona 5014 was trained privately to Bournemouth
five times then jumped- to Barcelona (919 ‘miles). having ‘previously. flown
Marennes and other cross-Channel races. The other five birds I sent to San
Sebastian (733 miles) in 1931 were trained along with 5014 then put to
San. Sebastian getting four out of five home, three winning Section prizes.
The next year 1 sent four but only- managed ‘to ‘get one-home; they were
held up at the-race point for about a week. In 1933 T went steady, only
sending two, getting both home. One of these, 185MC; won the ‘Union
Gold Medal and flew it again in 1934 along with my two cocks 168UHS and
3504, These two flew it again in 1935 and 1936, All these ‘birds were
trained as stated. Then I moved my loft to its present. place, away from the
electric cables which accounted for the death of many of my best birds when
exercising. I still have my lst bird from San Sebastian 1931, 5012.26 and
3504.29 three times' San Sebastian. Considering theijgreat age they can
still do a good stretch around the loft. T
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INTERESTING DETAILS ABOUT RENIER GURNAY ,_,

By FRED SHAW

Hw.ﬂm..h I will write about some of M. Gurnay's activities, apart

pigeons. He was the largest Tailor’s Linings merchant in Belgium:
commenced in business with a pack on his back, touring the country. -’
he accepted the invitation to judge at the Leeds Show, along with his"’
pal Louis Body, he said the visit cost him several thousand pounds, bec
while he was at Leeds and Bradford during his stay over in this country
purchased large quantities: of goods which came down in price with a b’
before he could get home to. sell. One of the reasons of his succes
business  was his genial personality, and ability with small traders in
tailoring  trade to_get them: started up in business. He was very liberal :
credit and those he had trusted did not forget him“when they became ’
prosperous; two such firms increased their. business until they were n
1,500 suits weekly, and often his' clients were also pigeon fanciers; B
also of a very generous nature and poor people were never turned away
his moo?. Of course, when with two pigeons he could win £6,000 ]
weeks with anoutlay of £600 it is understandable that he reckoned:
principally for,its value in helping others less fortunate. He was
great’ sportsman, renting a shoot in the Ardennes and he used to inv
friends including myself. You can imagine the class of the shoot, the:
being in. the region of £1,000 for the season. However, seeing that
were deer, wild boar, foxes, partridge, pheasants, etc. one can understa
sport which was enjoyed. It is hard to imagine those days will ne
repeated.

Regarding the Gurnay strains : Monsieur Gurnay developed his owr
of bronzes notably, Le Gros and Le Bossu.. He then_ introduced a b!
from  Hansenne’s Coeur Sur Le Dos (Heart on the back), later
the Old Blue hen, which was presented to me along with Le Bossu.
died at ** The Grange ”; the Old Blue hen died at 22 years of age.
from out friend Paul Verhaye of Courtrai he introduced a mealy cocl
bred Old Raye which with the Hansenne hit well with his own strai
both made experiments with other strains but they did not stand ug
work on the road.

1 would like to give you -the principles of the Gurnay—Shaw s
racing pigeons but they are too long. The Shaw system differed st
from the Gurnay system. M. Gurnay told many people that my syt
better than his own and, as Gurnay never flattered, he believed itt
not, because competition here is not so keen as in Belgium, besides
had to * play to win,” that is, he may refrain from timing in early in
in order to «catch bigger stakes in another, whereas I always timed i
My Gurnays flying at * The Grange " won 5 out of 10 racesinthe M.

F. C. in one season by 17, 4, 56, 31, and 42 ‘yards per ‘minute :
were other of my Gurnays timed in after my winners of the fis
This had a bad effect on pooling. The best part of the Gurnay—Sh
is that it enabled you to pick the winner and win in about 807% of

when over 2,000 birds are competing, by sitting and. watching

in the loft. 'The birds tell you themselves by their actions. The

Shaw  system of racing is, broadly speaking, a method of conse
increasing energy. by lack of opportunity of dissipation, with the
Ommﬂmnnﬁ home to an ardent subject of the opposite sex.
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The following may interest readers : when Gurnay’s bi
Favourite) won the Grand National by over. half-an-hotr;: this
National win by over half-an-hour and since then the Fonce' A
won the Augouleme race by half-an-hour. You may be it
how he selected the 1921.Grand Nitional and Vierzon yal,
out for exercise seven birds, four were for the Grand N3
National Vierzon. These were all the birds to select from;
was- very confident about Favori the Prench name and §w
Favori's brother ‘Cigarette, so named by myself on accotii
colour. ‘Result » Favori 1st, Cigarette 12th, Telephone 34

i R

M. Renier Gurnay’s Racing and Stock 1.

with four birds, 1643 competitors; following week Young
and 2nd, 351 competitors, one bird left at home. Can
£4,000 as the prizes etc. won ?. The colour of the bird
period of years by half-an-hour were Blue, Bariole (Pied),
Cheq., all cocks.

Reverting to myself, it is 40 years since my dogs won |
Crystal Palace and I exported to seven countries, includiny
judged all over the country, after which I had fair success w
racing pigeons. - Since then I have been occupied witly: 51
competing against the King, Prince of Wales and many of th
‘won against them 'Ist at eight different county ‘shows, incliding ¥
shire, mrwavu.osmr_.v of Yorkshire, Reserve Champion to th il
at Birmingham and finished up at Cleveland (Yorks.) sho
in-four classes, winning 1st in all classes and Championship™y
own breeding. My business is in the Hatting trade and, )
in normal times we require 200,000 rabbit skins weekly {or ki

My beginnings in pigeon racing, with the Gurnays, - d -
that time I travelled three or four times a year on the Coy
Belgium, and having a very good pal in Liege I asked hiin

%
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to his OocmS. Dr. Winants who had a g

mixed strain of o i
Pigeons. |
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were having a pair you desired, which pait would you select?” | 1 selected 2

datk cheq. cock that was one of his

best racers, and a blue cheq. rn:,an:mrﬁmn

of Te Gros. This favourably impressed Gurnay who allowed me to bring
this pair to Bngland as_the first importations. The first to '$¢t thenwas:

Jack Bruce, and later Walter “Torkington, who: wete mnmwﬁ_u\&sm?mmﬁ_,, by

their exceptional quality and beauty. This was in 1912.

After breeding two nests, the hen at about 3 p.m. one duy “escaped, wsm__ﬂ
although never trained a yard-in her life immediately ceturned to Verviers: :

arriving by noon- the following day

arrived ‘there from ‘Austria. * - Monsieur Gurnay wrote asking ‘the: rout
return the hen by. - 1- decided to let her stay at Verviers, and this helpe
cement our friendship, and in August 1914 he sent. me 2 batch of yous
bred  from: his ‘best’ racers, but. unfortunately these only reached Ante
probably being confiscated by the Military. ~ G

Owing to the war' I s away 2% years but breeding was continued at 1
from the Gurnays I had bred, and from Daily Mail and ‘Maid Marion
that ‘had won 1st Marennes for Bill Bradley three years in succession
wishing to_test the birds, 1 instructed them at home to send all young
to Oliver Dix at Bristol, to be iiberated in November regatdless 0
weather. This happened: to be in a thick fog, and being untrained, no birds
arrived that day, but they arrived next dayina blinding snowstorm. Gurnays:
and. Gurnay crossed arrived in good condition. Since those -days Lihave

s, .,W.,v

. Strangely enough the same-day:

w?wv them 188 miles fitst t0ss with satisfactory results.) During the war
was in communication with Gurnay, and knew he had hidden; in yarious”
parts; some of his best racers, including the great Bon Bleu (which 1 later
bought for £120) and Petite Ecaille Vierzon. :

Tn 1919 one of my first continental visits was to see my old friend Renier
and “after partaking of Madame Gurnay's wonderful hospitality, ‘we talked

well into the night. At about 3

am. bhe made the following proposition.

“Pred," he said, -1 have selected my usual 20 pairs, and the remainder
consisting of old champions, stock hens, and young, you can have for £1,200

on condition that you only pay for
and you-are perfectly satisfied.”
importation of Gurnays artived in

them when they have arrived.in England,
His offer was accepted, and this great
due course. Real Masterpiece, -among

others, went to Treland. Billy Pearson was one of the eatly Gurnay converts,
and with them won in one season nine firsts and cup outright. - Most fanciers
know of the great successes of O. 1. Wood with birds from my Petite

Ecaille : Vierzon and Angouleme,

brothers to Real Masterpiece and The

Masterpiece which bred me Champion Repeater the bird which won for me

in orie season 1st Worcester, 1st

Bournemouth, 5th §t.- Malo - (beaten by

1oft mates) and 1st Marennes in three clubs.

Commencing racing with 13 yearling cocks, on the Gurnay System, which
1, incidentally, introduced into this country, the yearlings won 10 1sts in

11 races, although the expeits said it would take three of four years to
acclimatise them. During ‘the six years when 1 was racing at “ The Grange "~
Hyde, there were about 50 different birds, lst prize winness, averaging 8 new
1st Prize-winners cach yeat, all Gurnays bred at The Grange. Some of the

titles applied to me Werg ** Pirst

President of ‘the Mustard Club,” ™ The

Wizard," and you say “The Gurnay of Great Britain,” though some others

were not: so complimentary.

When 1 retired from ‘the sport 1 did so because of the acquisi
house and ‘lands by ¢the Town Council, also for other repsons
need . not go into here, but though retired from pigeons A

regularly my good friend and we h

ad some very happy times togol
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Madame Gurnay is gone. The home of the Gutnay strain is. gone t0o; but
the fame of the pigeons which carry the name will live forever in'the sport.

Gurnay's lofts were on the third floor of his warehouse. He was a heavily
built man and it will readily be anderstood what that meant to a man between
60 and 70; it took a lof.out of him climbing up to the loft. . 1:believe he
would not have suffered from heatrt trouble, as he did, if he had had -an.

electric lift installed as 1 suggested. i
For the benefit of younger fanciers' 1 recall the names of the outstanding
Gurnays and a'few ‘of their achievements. The first names to recalliare those
of Champion Picture and Champion Apollo. In.one season’s racing with the -
Manchester Flying Club: Bath race lst, Champion Picture; ne TAcE:
mouth, 1st; Champion Apollo; next race Guernsey, Champi
Champion Apollo ‘1st and 2nd. Tor four seasons 1sts: were :Wor
successive races, by different birds, and three seasons in successio
won. by the same bird two races together.. Champion Picture a
Abpollo sired generations of 1st prize winners.. “Neaty won 1stall
Rennes race, wiining by 14 minutes in advance, later being awi
Gold Medal Rennes and Marennes; Champion Repeater won .
1st Worcester, 1st Bournemouth, 5th’St. Malo (beaten by loft i
Marennes in three Clubs (528 miles); Champion Best Quality fous
four sepatate races. His sire, Quality, st Stockport Fed. Granville
miles. 1380 competing), 1st Club by half an hour. Other 1st: ps
were Little Favourite, S Firsts, Eve, Ray of Sunshine, Painting (the n
of Champion Picture), Favourite, Blue and White, New Era, B are B
Sport, Silent Cheq. (brother to 1st National), One Spot, Spotter,:

Real Bon, Dancer, Grand Blue, Wellaway, Beauty Spot, Tableau »,,_,:m 1
Bronzie, Silent Perfection, Bonny Cheg., Gen ine;

JE——

Vitality, Blaze, Samson,

Ideal Blue, Dark Lad, Glyco, Blue Light, Bon Blue, averaging eiht new st

prize winners each season; Jack Horner, Chips, and Champion Apeliv’s two

sons, Dandy (2nd St. Malo), Alladin (2nd Nantes M.E.C. all Sections c:wvx
only

beaten one yard by bird flying 12 miles less); Spot won 2nd -Marent
beaten by decimal. Spot was 2 yearling, first time a ¢
Marennes. M. Gurnay won in 10 seasons 4,000 cash pri
£3,000; one season £8,000 from four race points, Orleans,
St. Vincent and Angouleme.

However, Gurnay's birds ar

the stories of their famous per
alone were neatly a million francs). The Gurnays cannot be dese

than when A, P. Taft wrote:— “T have been flying pigeons ove
and, T believe, have tried every known strain, and bred and handled
pigeons as any other fancier in England. For beauty and intelligen
ceon nothing to equal the Gurnays and the work they have done i
and Belgium proves that they have strength, courage, and speed beyond 2
other strain.” 1 can honestly confirm these true words. Limanls
The illustration given is of my old loft where all the fun took y
where, on . race days, behind the walls, hedges and all- round the Ioft
planted fanciers with - binoculars and sto watches.  This was -all vety
amusing to me and, 1 suppose, understandable, considering that in their first
season my Gurnays won ten of the eleven races in which they competed.
They won about £80. out of every £100 put up for competition 16 club,
eventually causing the ‘club ‘to cease functioning: ]
balcony of the loft, waving the birds in, not hiding.
your hat off if you were not careful.

e now distributed all over the World, along with:
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