
Basil Beebe of Horncastle

The home of Gurnays and Hermans
Pigeons have featured in the lives of the
Beebe family for many years. Basil's
grandfather kept pigeons for many
years up until he died in 1926. After his
death, Basil's grandmother brought
the best of the birds to Basil's home
and Basil at the ripe old age of seven
was given the job of looking after them.
His father and mother provided the
necessary finance and Basil started
competing on his own in 1935. He told
me that he still proudly keeps that first
R.N.H.U. membership card.

In 1936 Basil won the Young Bird
Average Trophy in the Club, this Trophy
was presented by the late George
Flintham, a wealthy local farmer whose
friend the-great actor Tom Walls was
present when Basil received his trophy.
Tom Walls owned a good race horse
known as 'April the 6th' which won the
famous Lincolnshire Handicap at about
this time. Basil's wife Theodora is also a
keen fancier having her own loft,
housing six pairs of Karel Hermans
pigeons, she helps with the Club work
and holds the office of Treasurer. The
original stock was of the old Logan and
Barker family from grandfather. In 1936
Basil's father purchased some Gurnays
for him, together with a new loft and
clock. Over a period of time some of the
finest Gurnays available arrived at the
Beebe Lofts. These and their progeny
went on to put up many fine
performances to this part of Lincolnshire.
During the war years 1939-45 these
lofts were on service with the National
Pigeon Service and many youngsters
were bred for use in the Japanese War
Area.

Karl Hermans and Basil Beebe together in

Belgium in 1963. \:.
Basil is a butcher by trade, and during
the war they used to get a lot of
visitors coming to see their wonderful
Gurnay pigeons, although Basil and his
father often 'wondered whether it was

the pigeons they came to see or was it
just for a piece of excellent ham they
all used to go away with from the
family shop. At th'e end of the War
Basil went over to Belgium and whilst
there he had the good fortune to meet
Karel Hermans of Wespelaar. Basil and
Karel became great friends and as a
result many fine Hermans pigeons were
to arrive at Elmhirst lofts. Unfortunately
Karel Hermans died in July 1975 and
his old stock birds were sent to
Elmhirst to maintain the family.

Karel's nephew, Dr. Paul Hermans.
himself a successful fancier hasalso
sent over some birds to help maintain
the strain.

The house Elmhirst stands in attractive
grounds extending over one acre,there
are seven lofts in the grounds, these
include Basil's main racing lofts.MIS

Beebe's racing loft and five smaller
lofts for the various stock birds.The
racing loft is open and well ventilated,
the birds trap through an opendoor.

Normal standard size nestboxesareus
as all birds are raced on the natural
method. I asked Basil if he couldname
two or three birds that had been
responsible for the many fine birdsint;

loft at present. He found this rather
difficult as there have been manyfine
pigeons at Elmhirst over the years.
However, it was very obvious thathe
had a favourite, and that is a pigeon
named 'Red Man II' it is 14 yearsold
and still as fit as it ever was, 'Red
Mon II' won nine 1st prizesduringits
racing career. It was bred by Karel
Hermans from his Red Man whose
brother was exported to Mexicoand
subsequently went on to win the
Mexican National race. Apart from
racing, Basil's greatest love is breeding
the birds. Always aiming to keepthe
type within the family, Gurnayfans
often tell Basil that his Gurnaysarethe
same now as they were back in 1930.

Basil said that he also intends to keep
the Hermans as a f'ilmily. Birdsare
selected for pairing on parentagetype
and performance, always if possible
putting best to best.




